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GETTING OUT THERE!! 
 

 Hello everyone!! Just a few updates; our new website is in the works and coming 
along nicely, if anyone would like to see anything specific on the new site let Pfc Hite 
know. This is our second newsletter in the new format and I hope everyone is enjoying 
it; if you would like to see any changes to it and/or anything added let Sgt Adkins know. 
Also the new unit handbook is coming along nicely and should be finished by the end of 
the year. Now for meat and potatoes; we need to start getting out there and 
representing our unit more, to get more exposure and try to bring in new members as 
well as, the most important part, getting out there and having fun!  
 
 There are several events coming up in the next year that I feel would be good to 
attend as well as some that I feel we should avoid.  I would like to try to put in a 
maximum effort at some newer startup events especially here in Missouri! Some 
events I would like to see us at are JB, Doolittle, Conneaut, Rockford, and Stars and 
Stripes.  There are definitely more events that we could attend but those are the ones I 
would like to see a strong turnout at, so lets get out there and have a good time and 
show everyone what the 116th is made of!!! 
 

 



	   	   	  

2	  

UNIT ROSTER 
 
 

2ND LT McCreary, Steven      Pvt Davidson, Dweight 
 
Cpl Forrest, Travis M.       Pvt Davidson, Brand 
 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.       Pvt Nixon, Bob 
 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan        Pvt Reinertson, Lee 
  
Pfc Hite, Ryan        Pvt Holden, Matt 
 
Pvt Calton, Jacob M.       Pvt Giertz, Cameron 
  
Pvt Williams, Peter       Pvt Stefl, Dominic 

 
 
 
 

We’ve got news!! 
Unit News!! 

 
There is some news, but not a lot! 
  

As most of you know we really don’t have a rank structure in our unit, it helps 
keep politics and bickering at bay and as far as promotion/demotions are concerned, 
rank is voted on (this will be covered in the new unit handbook that should be going out 
to everyone soon) There is nothing that ties anyone to any specific rank other than 
being selected by everyone in the unit and if anyone would like to step down from a 
rank they are more than welcome to at any time.  Tech Sgt Forrest has decided to move 
down to Cpl in order to take on a little less responsibility and have more fun as well as 
run our maintenance section.  Cpl Forrest is the founder of the unit and played a large 
part in the relaxed way we run things and has earned the right to demote himself, if 
anyone has any objections let him know!!  

 
Cpl Forrest is putting together a class on basic jeep maintenance and a driving 

course.  If anyone is interested in attending let him know so he can set up a date and 
time to hold the training event, and if possible, possibly add additional unit training.  
We would also like everyone’s help in planning a training event, to go over basic 
military skills in Drill and Ceremony, Patrolling, Small Unit Tactics, and anything else 
you would like to see! Any input would be great! If anyone would like to teach a class let 
Sgt Adkins know so we can plan for it. 

 



	   	   	  

3	  

With the end of the year approaching fast, we need to plan out this next years 
events that we would like to attend as a unit.  Everyone is free to attend any event on 
an individual basis, however there are some events that we would like a strong turnout, 
such as JB.  Also please renew your HRS memberships!! This is the only way to 
maintain our charter.  We’ve been bad about this in the past and we need to break that 
habit. 
 
 
 

BATTLE UPDATE BRIEF 
 
 

After Action Report No. 2 
Date: 18-21 Sep 2014 
Type: Public Display/Battle 
Place: Rockford, IL 
Report filed by:  Pvt Williams, Peter 
 
  I attended the annual WWII reenactment at Midway Village Museum in Rockford, 
IL September 19-21. Since I was the only member of Company A, 116th Infantry 
Regiment attending, I decided to go in one of my Army Air Force impressions. 
 

One aspect that changed this year was the use of wristbands. All reenactors 
received a wristband at registration and were required to wear it at all times. MPs 
manning the gates would escort any reenactor not wearing their wristband off the 
premises of the museum. I believe this was a positive move by the event coordinators in 
an effort to ensure only genuine reenactors were participating in weekend events, and 
that reenactors who completed Safety and Authenticity checks were allowed on the 
battlefield.  
 

A negative aspect I encountered was the enforcement of an inconvenience fee of 
$10 if you didn't pre-register. Being someone who hasn't attended Rockford for several 
years, I didn't pre-register as I was used to registering at the event, so I was forced to 
pay the fee, as did dozens of other reenactors who were either first time attendees, or 
like me, hasn't attended the event in several years.  
 

I noticed also safety and authenticity standards were enforced more rigorously 
this year than the previous years I attended, and units and individual reenactors in 
general did a much better job at policing themselves (although I observed two units 
using OD painted nylon Boy Scout wall tents). I also noticed a huge number of female 
reenactors when compared to previous years. 
 

An incident which occurred which shouldn't have actually coincidentally 
happened at S&A. A British reenactor pulled back the bolt of his Sten to show the S&A 
officer, then removed a Sten magazine from his pouch so it could be examined as well. 
After showing the magazine, he loaded it into the weapon (first mistake; this NEVER 
should have happened). Then, noticing the bolt was back, he pulled the trigger to 
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release the bolt, discharging his fully automatic in a very crowded area (reenactors 
were in formation only a yard in front of him). While recognized as an absent-minded 
mistake, it was a stupid one, which could have seriously injured someone. It should 
serve as a reminder to all of us to make certain we are aware of weapon safety at all 
times.  
 

Other than this specific instance, I am unaware of any other safety issues which 
occurred at the event.  
 

Due to the large number of reenactors in attendance (over 1,200) and the 
relatively small battlefield, I decided not to participate in any of the battles. The crowd 
seemed to be pleased with them, however. The dance was held in an indoor 
soccer/basketball sports complex this year. The acoustics left something to be desired, 
but at least there was room to mill about and enjoy conversation. The band was actually 
quite good, so kudos to the coordinators for booking them.  
 

Overall a great event. Better than previous years. I encourage the rest of the unit 
to consider attending next year.  
 
 
 
After Action Report No. 3 
Date: 20 Sep 2014 
Type: Hangar Dance 
Place: Smart Field 
Report filed by:  Pvt Davidson, Dweight 
 

On Saturday evening, 20 September 2014 at 1900 hours, seven members of Coy. 
A attended the annual Commutative air force hangar dance at the St. Louis chapter's 
location, Smartt Field, in rural St. Charles, Mo.  
 

The members present were Tech Sargent Travis Forrest, Pvts, Dominic Stefl, Bob 
Nixon, Matt Holden, Dwight Davidson and Josh Dedeke. Also present was Josh's wife, 
Amanda Dedeke. Other members of Coy. A wanted to attend but prior commitments; 
work, and temporary assignments elsewhere prevented them from doing so.  
 

All men attending wore clean and correct world war two class A uniforms, all ties 
were nicely knotted, all uniforms had their SSI on the appropriate shoulder.  All had 
appropriate campaign ribbons and covers (one man had a nice service cap, the rest 
wore the common garrison or overseas cap). A couple men in particular, had excellent 
examples of elaborate "stitching" on their stripes and SSI patches. All in all, all 
members presented an excellent impression of a World War II GI out on the town.  
 

It should be noted that Coy A was the only group at the dance. The other local 
groups, were nowhere to be seen, no doubt due to the conflicting Rockford, IL event 
held that same weekend.  
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This Pvt's opinion of the dance itself is mixed. On the up side, big crowd, friendly 
staff and guests, perfect weather, three Impressive aircraft to examine, many 
attractive ladies, most in period correct evening wear, were of course, big pluses.  
On the downside, most of the guys at the dance were not in any period clothing at all, 
either military or civilian, one fellow had a green lantern T- shirt, cargo shorts and flip 
flops; one exception was fellow re enactor AJ Lambright of the 2nd rangers he was 
decked out in navy blue pin stripe suit, sporting matching tie and handkerchief, two 
tone shoes and one bitchin fedora.  

Also the band was not really on target, they took a lot of breaks, sound system 
was kind of poor, and they played "moonlight serenade" in the middle of their set. Any 
big band with the name “Sentimental Journey” should know better.  
 

Despite these few shortcomings we all really enjoyed the evening. Many people 
commented on our uniforms, and noticed we all represented the same outfit. We 
represented the World War II GI with honor and dignity, with a little good natured fun 
thrown in.  
 

No one drank too much or got too loud, we all found out that Bob and Travis were 
the lady-killers of the evening, but we knew that anyway. We all left at 2300 hours, 
looking forward to the next one.    
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After Action Report No. 4 
Date: 03-04 Oct 2014 
Type: Living Hist./Public Battle 
Place: Ft. De Chartres, IL 
Report filed by:  Pvt Giertz, Cameron 
 

The overall reenactment at Ft. De Chartres was pretty good.  The location was 
nice and interesting to be at.  The time of year was decent along with the crowd of 
spectators.  Also the Saturday night party was very enjoyable put on by the LAH.  
Things that need to be worked on are more allies, better food system, and to expand the 
area where the battles take place. For a first time event, I’d say it was overall pretty 
good.  
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BATTLE HONOURS 
 
 

2014 
 
Cpl Forrest, Travis M.- Camp Clark, Weldon Springs, LST-325, WWII Weekend JB, 
Hangar Dance 
 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.- WWII Weekend JB, D-Day Ohio 
 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan- Camp Clark, Weldon Springs, LST-325, WWII Weekend JB, D-Day 
Ohio, Hangar Dance 
 
Pfc Hite, Ryan- D-Day Ohio 
 
Pvt Williams, Peter- WWII Weekend JB, Danville, Peoria, Rockford 
 
Pvt Calton, Jacob M.- D-Day Ohio 
 
Pvt Giertz, Cameron- WWII Weekend JB, Ft. De Chartres 
 
Pvt Stefl, Dominic- WWII Weekend JB, Hangar Dance, Ft. De Chartres 
 
Pvt Davidson, Brand- WWII Weekend JB 
 
Pvt Davidson, Dweight- LST-325, Hangar Dance 
 
Pvt Holden, Matt- WWII Weekend JB, Weldon Springs, Hangar Dance 
 
Pvt Nixon, Bob- WWII Weekend JB, Hangar Dance 
 
 
 

UNIT VETERANS 
 

2ND LT McCreary, Steven:  Is currently a 1st LT (Infantry Branch) in 3rd ACR on active 
duty stationed at Ft. Hood, TX. 

 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.:  Is currently a SSG in the 307th Tactical PSYOP CO, Army 

Reserves.  He is a combat veteran of Iraq and Afghanistan, has 
served in various other countries and has been in the army just 
over 10 years. 

 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan:  Served over 7 years in the active army as well as the National 

Guard.  He is a combat veteran of Desert Storm and has served in 
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various other countries around the world, he was a MAJ when he 
left the service. 

Pvt Calton, Jacob M.:  Is currently a SGT in the 307th Tactical PSYOP CO, Army 
Reserves.  He is a combat veteran of Afghanistan and has been in 
the army just over 7 years. 

 
Pvt Davidson, Brand:  Served 4 years on active duty in the Marine Corps as an 

infantryman and 2 years in reserves.  He is a combat veteran of 
Iraq and has served in various other countries around the world, 
he was a CPL when he left the service. 

 
 
 

HISTORY LESSON 

 
 
On 26 July 1917 Virginia's troops joined guardsmen from New Jersey, Maryland and 
the District of Columbia in the 29th Division which activated on 25 August 1917. The 
29th Division adopted the nickname "Blue and Gray," which reflected the coming 
together of Civil War adversaries in a single organization.  
 
The Blue and Gray finally started overseas in 1918. Its advance detachment reached 
Brest, France, on 8 June. In late September the 29th received orders to join the First 
Army's Meuse-Argonne offensive as part of the French XVII Corps. During its 21 days 
in combat, the 29th Division advanced seven kilometers, captured 2,148 prisoners, and 
knocked out over 250 machine guns or artillery pieces. It paid a high price for this 
success. One-third of its members became casualties-170 officers and 5,691 men. 
 
 
 

STRICTLY GI! 
 

Fun and interesting stuff just because… 
 
Arsenal of Democracy: 
 
Name given by President Franklin D. Roosevelt to the United States in his fireside chat 
of 29 December 1940, to gain public sympathy for sending military supplies to the 
Allies. 
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Jeep: 
 
All-inclusive Army nickname for anything judged to be insignificant from a raw draftee 
to an observation plane.  The name was eventually applied to a 2,200 pound, four-
wheel-drive vehicle with the versatility needed by the different branches of the army.  
The vehicle was supposedly named after the pet of Popeye’s adopted son, Swee’Pea.  
Another story suggests that the name came from the initials G.P. which stood for 
“general purpose.” 
 
Liberty Cabbage: 
 
Name that Americans used in referring to sauerkraut after the declaration of war on 
Germany by the United States. 
 
Eisenhower, John S. D.: 
 
Son of Dwight Eisenhower.  He graduated from West Point 6 June 1944, the day his 
father was carrying through the D-Day Invasion of Normandy.  He fought in Europe as 
an infantry officer in the last months of the war. 
 
Operation Ludlum: 
 
Allied bombing of the abbey of Casino in March 1944.  It was named after Captain David 
Ludlum, the U.S. Army Air Force weather officer who allowed the attack to proceed 
after a week of postponements due to weather. 
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The Expert Infantryman Badge, often referred to as the "EIB," is unique among 
skill qualification badges. The distinctive award, an infantry musket in silver on a 
rectangular blue background with a silver border, is among the most highly prized 
peacetime decorations and it can only be earned by an infantryman. It sets him apart-
not only as an infantry soldier, but as a soldier who knows his infantry subject matter. 
You don't have to ask whether he knows his job; you just look at the badge topping the 
ribbons on his chest. 

The "EIB" was designed in October 1943 and was approved for wear on October 
27, 1943 by War Department Circular #269. The original "EIB" was awarded after a 
soldier passed a battery of tests, which covered a wide range of infantry and infantry 
related skills. Since its inception the tests have been updated to keep pace with changes 
in tactics, doctrine, and equipment. But, one characteristic has remained: the "EIB" test 
is one of the toughest physical and most demanding mental challenges an infantryman 
will ever face. 

The 100th Infantry Division of WWII was activated at Ft. Jackson, S.C. on 
November 15, 1942 and was commanded by Major General Withers A. Burress from 
activation, through combat, to peace in Europe. After initial training at Ft. Jackson and 
winter maneuvers in Tennessee, the division moved to Ft. Bragg, N.C. to prepare for 
overseas combat. The first "EIB" was awarded to Technical Sergeant Walter Bull of 
Company A, 399th Infantry Regiment, 100th Infantry Division and was awarded at Ft. 
Bragg on March 29, 1944, by Lt. Gen. Leslie J. McNair, Commander of U.S. Army 
Ground Forces. The 399th Infantry Regiment was then commanded by Colonel Andrew 
C. Tychsen, who later became the second Commanding General of the Division. 

Various other units were awarded the badge during the war to include the 29th 
Infantry Division just prior to the D-Day landings on June 6, 1944. A permanent 
marker is located at Ft. Bragg, N.C. commemorating the March 29, 1944 event of the 
award of the first Expert Infantry man Badge. 
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29 “Lets GO!!” 


