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BRINGING IT BACK!! 
 

 Hello everyone!! As you all know, we as a unit have been falling behind and have 
not been very active for the past couple of years.  On the way back from the Conneaut D-
Day event several of us were talking and its been decided to update and completely 
overhaul the website; it hasn’t been touched in a couple of years and is in pretty sad 
shape.  Membership and participation are down and we would like to bolster the ranks 
with new recruits! We’ve decided to start with a new website, resurrection of the 
newsletter (which will go out every other month), a new unit handbook for all 
members, and a small packet for prospective new recruits that outlines who we are and 
what we do.  
 
 This newsletter is just the beginning and is designed to inform the unit members 
of the happenings within the unit as well as upcoming and past events, brief history 
lessons, and anything else we would like to add to it.  This is written by unit members 
for the unit, so please, any input and/or any thing you would like to see in here, feel free 
to send it my way (Sgt Adkins). With everyone’s help this can be an entertaining and 
fun way to deliver news to the unit! 
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UNIT ROSTER 
 
 

2ND LT McCreary, Steven      Pvt Davidson, Dweight 
 
Tech Sgt Forrest, Travis M.      Pvt Davidson, Brand 
 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.       Pvt Nixon, Bob 
 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan        Pvt Reinertson, Lee 
  
Pfc Hite, Ryan        Pvt Holden, Matt 
 
Pvt Calton, Jacob M.       Pvt Giertz, Cameron 
  
Pvt Williams, Peter       Pvt Stefl, Dominic 

 
 
 
 

We’ve got news!! 
Unit News!! 

 
There is some news, but not a lot! 
  
 I would like to inform everyone that we have a couple new arrivals to the unit! 
Pvt Cameron Giertz and Pvt Dominic Stefl joined the 116th back in April, attending 
WWII Weekend at Jefferson Barracks as their first event. Please everyone lets make 
them feel welcome to the unit.  
 
 As we all know there are several vendors of WWI and WWII reproduction 
Militaria out there, some better than others.  For anyone interested in the highest 
quality reproduction WWII crusher and service caps available, Pvt Peter Williams has 
started a company hand making them right here in St. Louis!! Check out his website at 
wwiihats.com for more information contact Pvt Peter Williams. 
  
 For anyone interested in re-enacting the Great War, Pvt Brand Davidson has 
started Argonne Militaria, a WWI reproductions company selling repro WWI U.S. 
uniforms and equipment.  The quality is excellent and he’s local as well as a member of 
the unit. For more information see argonnemilitaria.com or see/call Pvt Brand 
Davidson or Tech Sgt Travis Forrest. 
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BATTLE UPDATE BRIEF 
 
 

After Action Report No. 1 
Date: 21-24 Aug 2014 
Type: D-Day landing 
Place: Conneaut, OH 
Report filed by:  Pvt Calton, Jacob M. 
 
On the evening of 20 August, a small contingent of 29ers set out from HQ for the long 
and arduous journey through the night (heavy traffic in Indiana) to Conneaut Ohio for 
the 70th Anniversary D-Day event.  In attendance were myself, Sgt Adkins, Pfc Carlin, 
and Pfc Hite.  Upon arrival we linked up with HQ 29th Division and moved into bivouac 
and immediately began settling in for long training ahead for the invasion of France.  
Camp was set up and I would have to say looked the best in our area, linkup with the 
115th was easy and went smooth; they’re a great bunch of guys, easy to get along with 
and like to have a good time.  The next day brought training and public demonstrations; 
several battles took place between the Partisans and the Germans. Friday came and 
went with more training, lounging around, and swimming in the lake.   
 
Saturday (D-Day) arrived, everyone was apprehensive as the skies turned cloudy and 
the waters became rough. We moved out to our staging area on the beach, formed up 
into out boat teams, received last minute instructions, briefings, and a prayer form the 
chaplain, and prepared to load the landing craft.  The waters were rough, one landing 
craft flooded and had to abort. On the way to the beach the craft was tossed, spray 
coming over the gunwales as we heard the unmistakable sounds of machine gun and 
artillery fire from the beach.  We braced ourselves as we came in, the ramp dropped and 
we headed up the beach, machinegun rounds ripped through the air as a German 88 
zeroed in on us. We hit the beach and immediately began taking accountability of 
personnel and equipment.  To our left were the rangers and the 1st Division, boy were 
they taking hell. To our right were the commonwealth forces having a hard go at it. We 
slowly moved up the beach as casualties mounted, the calls of “medic” could be heard 
everywhere, P-51’s made strafing runs as the 88 laid down a heavy concentration of 
fire.  As we moved up several German trenches were taken out with overwhelming fire 
superiority, but not without a heavy price.  
 
Out of nowhere the call for a “corpsman” (the signal that someone was really hurt) 
came down the line, the battle was halted and paramedics were called, turned out to 
only be a minor heat casualty, the battle resumed.  The fire intensified as the boys of 
the 29th made one last charge up the bluff to take out the Germans entrenched atop of 
it. The battle over, exhausted and full of sand we made out way back to camp and a cold 
swim to cleanup for the USO dance taking place that night.  After getting a dolled up in 
our finest we made our way to dance, several beers and many pretty dance partners 
later we found ourselves passed out on our cots ready to head home the next day. 
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BATTLE HONOURS 
 
 

2014 
 
Tech Sgt Forrest, Travis M.- Camp Clark, Weldon Springs, LST-325, WWII Weekend JB 
 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.- WWII Weekend JB, D-Day Ohio 
 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan- Camp Clark, Weldon Springs, LST-325, WWII Weekend JB, D-Day 
Ohio 
 
Pfc Hite, Ryan- D-Day Ohio 
 
Pvt Williams, Peter- WWII Weekend JB, Danville, Peoria 
 
Pvt Calton, Jacob M.- D-Day Ohio 
 
Pvt Giertz, Cameron- WWII Weekend JB 
 
Pvt Stefl, Dominic- WWII Weekend JB 
 
Pvt Davidson, Brand- WWII Weekend JB 
 
Pvt Davidson, Dweight- LST-325 
 
Pvt Holden, Matt- WWII Weekend JB, Weldon Springs 
 
Pvt Nixon, Bob- WWII Weekend JB 
 
 
 

UNIT VETERANS 
 

2ND LT McCreary, Steven:  Is currently a 1st LT (Infantry Branch) in 3rd ACR on active 
duty stationed at Ft. Hood, TX. 

 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.:  Is currently a SSG in the 307th Tactical PSYOP CO, Army 

Reserves.  He is a combat veteran of Iraq and Afghanistan, has 
served in various other countries and has been in the army just 
over 10 years. 

 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan:  Served over 7 years in the active army as well as the National 

Guard.  He is a combat veteran of Desert Storm and has served in 
various other countries around the world, he was a MAJ when he 
left the service. 
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Pvt Calton, Jacob M.:  Is currently a SGT in the 307th Tactical PSYOP CO, Army 
Reserves.  He is a combat veteran of Afghanistan and has been in 
the army just over 7 years. 

 
Pvt Davidson, Brand:  Served 4 years on active duty in the Marine Corps as an 

infantryman and 2 years in reserves.  He is a combat veteran of 
Iraq and has served in various other countries around the world, 
he was a CPL when he left the service. 

 
 
 

HISTORY LESSON 
 

 

The oldest continuous service regiment in the Virginia National Guard and seventh 
oldest in the United States Army is the 116th Infantry, dating from 1742. The 1st 
Virginia Regiment was raised July 17, 1775, in Williamsburg as a state militia unit and 
later for service with the Continental Army, and its lineage lives on today in the 116th 
Regimental Combat Team. 

116th Infantry “The Stonewall Brigade” Regimental service dates from 1742, and 
“Ever Forward” through the French and Indian War, the American Revolution through 
the War of 1812, American Civil War, Spanish American War, Mexican Border Service 
in 1916-1917 then to World War I and II continuing today to Operations Iraqi Freedom 
and New Dawn. 

 
 
 

STRICTLY GI! 
 
 

Fun and interesting stuff just because… 
 
Strength: 
 
On 30 April 1945, the U.S. Armed Forces numbered 12,000,000 personnel, of which 
8,290,993 were in the U.S. Army.  The army included 1,194,569 men in 89 divisions, 
779,882 in non-combat units, 259,403 in the anti-aircraft artillery, 1,638,214 in non-
divisional service units and 2,307,501 in the Army Air Forces. 
 
Staff Positions: 
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The duties of the staff officers were represented by a number, i.e. ‘3’ for the chief of 
operations. A letter designation, i.e. ‘G’ represents the staff of a general, ‘S’ for another 
staff officer of which the commanding officer is not a general. 
  G-1/S-1 Personnel Officer 
  G-2/S-2 Intelligence Officer 
  G-3/S-3 Operations Officer 
  G-4/S-4 Supply Officer 
 
Platoon Commander: 
 
The appellation ‘Platoon Commander’ appears with the T/O&E dated 26 February 1944 
replacing ‘Platoon Leader.’ Before 26 February 1944, the commanders at company 
level had the title of ‘Commander,’ at lower levels (platoon, section, squad), they had 
the title ‘Leader.’ From 26 February 1944 onward, all officers received the title of 
‘commander’ and enlisted cadre (NCO’s), who were in charge of a unit (section, squad), 
had the title of ‘Leader.’ It seems however that soldiers, throughout the war, retained 
the appellation ‘Platoon Leader’, as the preferred term. 
 
Joseph T. Foss: 
 
U.S. Marine Corps officer.  He was a fighter pilot with VMF121 at Guadalcanal and was 
the first person to match Eddie Rickenbacker’s WWI record of shooting down 26 enemy 
planes.  Foss was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for combat in defense of 
Guadalcanal. 
 
Operation Compass: 
 
British code name for the attack on the Italians in North Africa on 7 December 1940. 
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29 “Lets GO!!” 


