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TRAINING AND MORE!! 
 

 Hello again everyone!!  Once again, the end of the year is fast approaching, and 
with that in mind it’s time to start thinking about training days.  We have our annual 
Black Friday Reenactor Fun Fest coming up on Friday 28 Nov 2014.  This day will 
include live fire training at the range, patrolling techniques, weapons care and 
maintenance on the several U.S. small arms from WWII, possible small tactical battle, 
Drill and Ceremonies training, and overall just a fun time!!!  Bring tents, and any gear 
you would like to get set up for the upcoming year; also bring your rifles – this is a great 
time to zero them! 
 
 With the Holiday season fast approaching, I would also like everyone to 
remember safety and remain vigilant! There will an increase in reckless drivers on the 
roads, as well as foul weather, so make sure you are aware of your surroundings at all 
times and keep emergency supplies in your vehicles – no need to be caught off guard.  
Also with the Holliday season approaching, would anyone be interested in a unit 
Christmas Party?  Something indoors with food, drinks, and spouses?  Please think 
about this and let me know so we can plan for something. 
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UNIT ROSTER 
 
 

2ND LT McCreary, Steven      Pvt Davidson, Dweight 
 
Cpl Forrest, Travis M.       Pvt Davidson, Brand 
 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.       Pvt Nixon, Bob 
 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan        Pvt Reinertson, Lee 
  
Pfc Hite, Ryan        Pvt Holden, Matt 
 
Pvt Calton, Jacob M.       Pvt Giertz, Cameron 
  
Pvt Williams, Peter       Pvt Stefl, Dominic 

 
 

We’ve got news!! 
Unit News!! 

 
There is some news, but not a lot! 
  

Okay, as a reminder: our HRS membership dues are coming up. Please, please, 
please get those paid up, that needs to happen buy the end of the year.  Also Pvt Peter 
Williams will soon be offering EM overseas caps with or without infantry piping, as well 
as private purchase gabardine overseas caps.  These will be available through his 
website wwiihats.com.  
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BATTLE UPDATE BRIEF 
 
After Action Report No. 5 
Date: 13 Sep 2014 
Type: Living Hist. 
Place: High Ridge Elks Lodge 
Report filed by:  Cpl Forrest, Travis M. 
 
The	  annual	  High	  Ridge	  Elks	  event	  for	  the	  wheel	  chair	  veterans	  had	  a	  good	  turn	  out	  this	  year,	  with	  
a	   handful	   of	   reenactors	   in	   attendance.	   From	   the	   29th,	  we	   had	   Pvt	   Cameron	  Giertz,	   Pvt	   Dominic	  
Stefl,	  and	  myself.	  The	  three	  of	  us	  got	  together	  and	  drove	  the	  jeep	  to	  the	  display.	  Displays	  ranging	  
from	   the	  Korean	  War	   to	  modern	  day	   Iraq	   could	  be	   seen	  by	   the	  public.	   I	   have	   to	   give	   a	  hand	   to	  
Dominic	  for	  his	  Desert	  Storm	  impression	  and	  Cameron	  for	  his	  USMC	  Fallujah	  impression.	  The	  guys	  
looked	  sharp.	  As	  usual	  many	  veterans	  gathered	  for	  good	  food,	  good	  beer,	  and	  good	  company.	  All	  in	  
all	  it	  was	  a	  great	  event.	  Many	  good	  times	  at	  the	  Elks. 
 
 
After Action Report No. 6 
Date: 17-18 Oct 2014 
Type: Living Hist./Public Battle 
Place: Stars & Stripes Museum 
Report filed by:  Sgt Adkins, Chase T. 
 
On	  the	  night	  of	  17	  October	  2014	  Pvt	  Stefl	  and	  myself	  embarked	  on	  the	  long	  and	  arduous	  journey	  
to	  the	  Stars	  and	  Stripes	  museum	  in	  Bloomfield,	  MO	  for	  the	  second	  annual	  “Welcome	  Home	  Stars	  
and	  Stripes”	  event.	   	  We	  arrived	  at	   the	  event	  around	  2230	  that	  evening	   to	   find	  Pvt	  Williams	   in	  a	  
good	  mood	  to	  say	  the	  least!!	  	  As	  we	  unpacked	  the	  car	  and	  settled	  in	  for	  the	  night	  we	  shared	  drinks	  
and	  stories	  around	  a	   fire	  at	   the	  German	  camp.	   	  The	  next	  morning	  brought	  a	  beautiful	  cloudless,	  
warm,	   sunny	   day…	   perfect	   for	   a	   living	   history	   display.	   	   The	   turnout	   this	   year	  was	   quite	   small,	  
about	  30	  reenactors,	  but	  it	  didn’t	  detract	  from	  the	  overall	  atmosphere	  of	  the	  event.	  	  In	  attendance	  
from	  the	  29th	  were	  myself,	  Pvt	  Stefl,	  Pvt	  Williams,	  and	  Pfc	  Carlin.	   	  Overall	   the	  event	  went	  great!	  
There	  was	  a	  good	  turnout	  from	  the	  public,	  the	  displays	  were	  great,	  the	  guest	  speaker	  Ben	  Fayner	  
(a	  holocaust	  survivor)	  gave	  a	  memorable	  presentation,	  and	  the	  weapons	  demonstration	  was	  also	  
pretty	   good	   with	   Pvt	   Stefl	   and	   Pfc	   Carlin	   giving	   demonstrations	   on	   the	   Browning	   1919.	  	  
Unfortunately	  we	  had	  to	  bug	  out	  early	  and	  make	  the	  trip	  back	  to	  St.	  Louis	  for	  the	  MVPA	  dance	  that	  
evening.	  
	  
	  
After Action Report No. 7 
Date: 18 Oct 2014 
Type: USO Dance 
Place: MVPA USO Dance 
Report filed by:  Pvt Williams, Peter 
 
I attended the annual MVPA swing dance in addition to Bryan Carlin, Chase Adkins, 
Travis Forrest, Dominic Stefl, and Cameron Giertz. The main motivation for attending 
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was to support the MVPA, as well as Butch and Tanya Baker, who have been the driving 
force behind the annual dance.  The band (I believe they were "The Knights of Swing") 
were pretty enjoyable, and overall I had a good time. As in the past, the event suffered 
from low turnout from the public. If I had to guess, I would suggest this is because of 
poor PR/social media promotion. Regardless of this, however, I still enjoyed myself, and 
watching the Carlins struggle to their vehicle under the weight of their auction 
winnings.  
 
 
After Action Report No. 8 
Date: 25 Oct 2014 
Type: Tactical Battle 
Place: Camden, OH 
Report filed by:  Pvt Stefl & Pvt Giertz 
 
Pvt Stefl 
Our trip to Camden Ohio started out on the night of October 25th, at around 11pm. It 
was approximately a five hour drive. We arrived at 5am and registered around 06:30, 
then slept for a short time (around 50mins). As tired as we were, no one really showed 
it – we were all pumped for the day. Around 8 we began gearing up, and by 9 we were all 
ready. As we set off we were accompanied by a small 1st ID unit who helped us out 
throughout the day.  Our first contact with the krauts was when we set off to take and 
defend two bridges. As the one was secure, we set to take the other, which was fortified 
by the krauts. The clashes at that bridge lasted the majority of the day. We eventfully 
pushed the Germans to their breaking point as they made their final pushes. The day 
was soon won. It was an amazing tactical, and from what I heard it was the last year for 
the event at the Boy Scout reservation. It it was my first tactical, and first year at the 
event. All in all it was an extremely fun event and if I could, I’d do it all over again.  
 
Pvt Giertz 
The tactical in Camden Ohio was a very fun experience and one of my favorite 
reenactments I've been to.  The setting and scenery was perfect for fighting in a 
European forest during 1944, and nice weather was around for the weekend as 
well.   Great group of guys I was with and enjoyable to be around.  When the fighting got 
hot they knew what to do.  I managed to take out a few krauts with the ol' M1 during 
the battle.  I'll always remember when me, Pvt. Stefl, and Pfc. Carlin were trekking 
through the forest and Carlin took out a KubleWagen along with a couple of jerries 
staggering behind it with his greaser.  Very notable tactical for me – thanks to all for 
who made it possible and providing transportation and arms.  The only improvements 
I'd like to see is overnight camping along with longer combat time and more Axis troops 
to shoot at.  
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BATTLE HONOURS 
 
 

2014 
 
Cpl Forrest, Travis M. 

Tactical: Camp Clark, Weldon Springs, Camden 
Public: LST-325, WWII Weekend JB, High Ridge Elks Lodge 
USO: Hangar Dance, MVPA Dance 

 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T. 

Tactical: Camden 
Public: WWII Weekend JB, D-Day Ohio, Stars & Stripes 
USO: MVPA Dance 

 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan 

Tactical: Camp Clark, Weldon Springs, Camden 
Public: LST-325, WWII Weekend JB, D-Day Ohio, Stars & Stripes 
USO: Hangar Dance, MVPA Dance 

 
Pfc Hite, Ryan 

Tactical: Camden 
Public: D-Day Ohio 
USO: 

 
Pvt Williams, Peter 

Tactical:  
Public: WWII Weekend JB, Danville, Peoria, Rockford, Stars & Stripes 
USO: MVPA Dance 

 
Pvt Calton, Jacob M. 

Tactical: 
Public: D-Day Ohio 
USO:  

 
Pvt Giertz, Cameron 

Tactical: Camden 
Public: WWII Weekend JB, Rockholm Gardens, Ft. De Chartres, High Ridge Elks 
Lodge 
USO: MVPA Dance 

 
Pvt Stefl, Dominic 

Tactical: Camden 
Public: WWII Weekend JB, Ft. De Chartres, High Ridge Elks Lodge, Stars & 
Stripes 
USO: Hangar Dance, MVPA Dance 
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Pvt Davidson, Brand 
Tactical: 
Public: WWII Weekend JB 
USO:  

 
Pvt Davidson, Dweight 

Tactical: 
Public: LST-325 
USO: Hangar Dance 

 
Pvt Holden, Matt 

Tactical: Weldon Springs 
Public: WWII Weekend JB 
USO: Hangar Dance 

 
Pvt Nixon, Bob 

Tactical: 
Public: WWII Weekend JB 
USO: Hangar Dance 

 
 
 

UNIT VETERANS 
 

2ND LT McCreary, Steven:  Is currently a 1st LT (Infantry Branch) in 3rd ACR on active 
duty stationed at Ft. Hood, TX. 

 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.:  Is currently a SSG in the 307th Tactical PSYOP CO, Army 

Reserves.  He is a combat veteran of Iraq and Afghanistan, has 
served in various other countries and has been in the army just 
over 10 years. 

 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan:  Served over 7 years in the active army as well as the National 

Guard.  He is a combat veteran of Desert Storm and has served in 
various other countries around the world, he was a MAJ when he 
left the service. 

Pvt Calton, Jacob M.:  Is currently a SGT in the 307th Tactical PSYOP CO, Army 
Reserves.  He is a combat veteran of Afghanistan and has been in 
the army just over 7 years. 

 
Pvt Davidson, Brand:  Served 4 years on active duty in the Marine Corps as an 

infantryman and 2 years in reserves.  He is a combat veteran of 
Iraq and has served in various other countries around the world, 
he was a CPL when he left the service. 
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HISTORY LESSON 

 
 
The 29th Division was reactivated on 3 February 1941 and departed for the United 
Kingdom on 5 October 1942 where it continued training in Scotland and England from 
October of 1942 up to June 1944 in preparation for the invasion of France. 
 
Teamed with the U.S. 1st Infantry Division, the 116th Infantry Regiment of the 29th 
Division was in the first assault wave to hit the beaches at Normandy on D-Day, 6 June 
1944. The division itself landed on Omaha Beach on the same day in the face of intense 
enemy fire but soon secured the bluff tops and went on to occupy Isigny on 9 June. The 
division cut across the Elle River and advanced slowly toward St. Lo, fighting bitterly in 
the Normandy bocage (hedge rows). 
 
After taking St. Lo on 18 July, the division joined in the battle for Vire, capturing that 
strongly held city on 7 August. Turning west, the 29th took part in the assault on Brest 
from 25 August to 18 September. 
 
After a short rest, the division moved to defensive positions along the Teveren-
Geilenkirchen line in Germany and maintained those positions through October. (In 
mid-October the 116th Infantry took part in the fighting at the Aachen Gap.) On 16 
November the division began its drive to the Rur, blasting its way through Siersdorf, 
Setterich, Duerboslar, and Bettendorf, reaching the Rur by the end of the month. 
 
On 8 December, heavy fighting reduced Julich Sportplatz and the Hasenfeld Gut. From 
8 December 1944 to 23 February 1945, the division held defensive positions along the 
Rur and prepared for the offensive. The attack jumped off across the Rur on 23 
February and carried the division through Julich, Broich, Immerath, and Titz to 
Mönchengladbach on 1 March. The division was out of combat in March, however in 
early April the 116th Infantry helped mop up in the Ruhr area and on 19 April the 
division pushed to the Elbe River and held defensive positions until 4 May. Meanwhile, 
the 175th Infantry Regiment cleared the Kloetze Forest. After VE Day, the division was 
on military government duty in the Bremen enclave. 
 
The 29th Infantry Division had spent 242 days in combat during campaigns in 
Normandy, Northern France, the Rhineland and Central Europe, earning four 
Distinguished Unit Citations in the process. Two soldiers of the division were awarded 
the Medal of Honor. Also awarded were 44 DSCs, one DSM, 854 Silver Stars, 17 Legion 
of Merit, 24 Soldier's Medal and 6,308 Bronze Stars. 
 
The 29th Division returned to the United States on January 4, 1946 and was 
demobilized two weeks later. 
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STRICTLY GI! 
 

Fun and interesting stuff just because… 
 
AVG: 
 
American Volunteer Group, more widely known as the Flying Tigers, who fought for 
China against the Japanese.  They were commanded by General Claire Chennault and 
officially existed from 18 December 1941, to 4 July 1942, when they became the 
14thArmy Air Force.  During this period the AVG is credited with shooting down 286 
Japanese planes confirmed, with another 300 possibles.  They reported eight pilots 
killed in action, four pilots missing in action, two pilots and one crew chief killed from 
bombs, and nine others killed in accidents. 
 
Distinguished Service Medal: 
 
U.S. medal awarded for meritorious service, usually in the Army.  The first Englishman 
to receive the medal in WWII was Major General Henry Osborne Curtis, who 
commanded forces in Iceland.  The first Soldier to receive four DMS’s was Lieutenant 
General Daniel Isom Sultan, who commanded U.S. forces in the China-Burma-India 
Theater.  
 
Missouri Mule: 
 
Name given to General Omar Bradley’s Piper Cub observation plane.  It was flown by 
Captain Delbert L. Bristol. 
 
Donovan, William “Wild Bill”: 
 
U.S. government figure and head of the OSS in World War II.  Donovan won the 
Congressional Medal of Honor for fighting with the 42nd Infantry Division in World War 
I and was President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s roving ambassador prior to the U.S. entry 
into World War II.  He witnessed the takeover of Ethiopia in 1935, the Spanish Civil 
War in 1936, and was in the Balkans just prior to the Nazi invasion in 1941.  He went 
ashore with the invading forces at Sicily, Salerno, and Normandy where he was 
wounded in the throat. Donovan was the first person to receive all four of the highest 
U.S. decorations—the Medal of Honor, the Distinguished Service Cross, the 
Distinguished Service Medal, and the National Security Medal.  
 
Operation Carpetbagger: 
 
Code name for the supply of equipment and personnel to the underground forces of 
Western Europe by the U.S. Army Air Forces. 
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29TH DIVISION MEMORIALS 
 

 
Camp Blanding Museum & Memorial Site, Starke, FL 



	   	   	  

10	  

THE 29TH INFANTRY DIVISION SSI 
 

 
Institute of Heraldry Drawing 

 
The 29th Infantry Division Shoulder Sleeve Insignia was originally approved for the 
29th Division by telegram on 21 October 1918, it was reaffirmed by letter dated 17 June 
1922.  The insignia was amended to change the description on 4 May 1925.  In 1919, 
when shoulder sleeve insignia were first authorized, the division was composed of two 
masses of men, one from the North and the other from the South. Therefore, the blue 
represents the North and the South is represented by the gray signifying the split in 
the division during the American Civil War. The patch is composed of a disc with an 1/8 
inch green border 2 đ inches in diameter overall, a Taeguk, the curves being circles of 
half the radius of the disc, with the heraldic dexter half being blue and the sinister half 
gray. 
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29 “Lets GO!!” 


