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Summer, Summer, Summer! 
 

 Hello again everyone!!  Summer is fast approaching, which means we need to 
start thinking about what events to attend, as well as training days, and safety 
concerns.  There are a lot of great events around the country planned for the summer 
months, but these months also happen to be the hottest of the year.  With that said, 
remember – safety first! Ensure proper hydration and food intake, be aware of your 
surroundings before using any sort of smoke/pyro, and be cognizant of fellow 
reenactors.  Also, in the last couple of years we’ve begun to work more and more with 
the 115th guys out of the Appalachian region, they have several events they plan on 
attending this year, we would like to try to make it to a few of them to show our 
support.   Even if only a few of us can make it that would be great!  Cpt Stapleton and 
his guys have been very welcoming and at this last years D-Day Ohio event we were co-
located together and assigned to the same landing wave.  We had a lot of fun and would 
like to continue this working relationship in the future.  
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UNIT ROSTER 
 

 
2ND LT McCreary, Steven      Pvt Davidson, Dwight 
 
Cpl Forrest, Travis M.       Pvt Davidson, Brand 
 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.       Pvt Nixon, Bob 
 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan        Pvt Reinertson, Lee 
  
Pfc Hite, Ryan        Pvt Holden, Matt 
 
Pvt Calton, Jacob M.       Pvt Giertz, Cameron 
  
Pvt Williams, Peter       Pvt Stefl, Dominic 

 
 

War Stories!! 
 

Something interesting, that we enjoy! 
 

Hailing from Clifton Forge, Virginia, Bill 
Overstreet was born on April 10, 1921. 
On the day the Japanese attacked Pearl 
Harbor, Bill was working as a statistical 
engineer for Columbia Engineering and 
attending Morris Harvey College (now 
the University of Charleston) in 
Charleston, WV. Wanting to get in the 
Air Corps as a fighter pilot, Bill enlisted 
and did a lot of fast-talking to get 
accepted into the program, and by 
February 1942 he was a private, waiting 
for an opening as an Aviation Cadet. 
After several months, he was sent to 
Santa Anna, California, for preflight 
training, and after several months at 
preflight, he was sent to Rankin 
Aeronautical Academy in Tulare, 
California, for primary flight training 
flying Stearmans. 

The next phase in Overstreet’s training 
was basic flight training at Lemoore, 

California, where he flew the Vultee BT-
13 Valiant, a faster and heavier plane 
than the biplanes utilized in the initial 
phase of training and introduced 
aspiring pilots to two-way radio 
communications with the ground, 
operating landing flaps and adjustable 
propeller pitch. The third phase of 
training took place at Luke Field, in 
Arizona. Piloting North American T-6 
Texans and later on Curtiss P-40 
Warhawks was a revelation to Bill, and 
while the commanding officer had 
picked Bill for additional training for 
multi-engine aircraft, Bill was able to 
convince the CO to instead assign him as 
a fighter pilot rather than going on to 
become a bomber pilot. 

After additional training, flying P-39s in 
Oroville, California and Casper, 
Wyoming, Bill was declared “combat 
ready” and was sent to Camp Shanks in 
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New Jersey before being loaded on the 
Queen Elizabeth to cross the Atlantic for 
deployment at Raydon Airfield as part of 
the Ninth Air Force. There were no 
planes available at that point, so Bill felt 
fairly useless there, but as luck would 
have it, North American P-51 Mustangs 
were becoming available, and the Ninth 
Air Force traded Bill’s plane-less 
squadron for a squadron of pilots and 
Republic P-47 Thunderbolts with the 
Eighth Air Force, so Bill found himself 
stationed at RAF Leiston. Bill got to fly a 
p-51 for the first time on January 30, 
1944, and as the inventory of the planes 
increased, the opportunity to fly them 
increased as well. Bill named his first P-
51, which he received in February, 1944 
“Southern Belle,” but it was lost along 
with its pilot on a combat mission a 
couple of weeks later. Re-thinking the 
name, given that by that time they were 
regularly flying sorties to Germany, he 
named all of his subsequent planes 
“Berlin Express.” 

In the spring of 1944 Bill and his P-51C 
“Berlin Express” were near Paris when 
the bombers Bill was escorting came 
under attack.  When most of the German 

fighters left, Bill broke off to follow one 
of the BF109s.  The two planes became 
locked in a dogfight. Although Bill 
managed to get some hits in at about 
1500 feet, the German pilot flew over 
Paris hoping that the heavy German 
anti-aircraft artillery would solve his 
problem and eliminate Overstreet and 
the “Berlin Express.” The German’s 
engine was hit, and Bill stayed on his tail 
braving the intense enemy flak. His 
desperation undoubtedly growing, the 
German pilot aimed his plane at the 
Eiffel Tower and in a surprising 
maneuver, flew beneath it. Undeterred, 
Bill followed right behind him, scoring 
several more hits in the process. The 
German plane crashed and Bill escaped 
the heavy flak around Paris by flying 
low and full throttle over the river until 
he had cleared the city’s heavy anti-
aircraft batteries. 

Bill Overstreet went on to fly dozens 
more missions and score several more 
kills. He was awarded the Silver Star 
Medal, the Distinguished Flying Cross 
with two oak leaf clusters, the Purple 
Heart Medal, and the Air Medal with 
silver oak leaf cluster. 

 

Submitted by: Sgt Adkins, Chase T. 
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       WILLIE & JOE 
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  By:	  Bill	  Mauldin	  
 
 

 
 

 
BATTLE UPDATE BRIEF 

 
 

After Action Report No. 14 
Date: 21 March 2015 
Type: Tactical 
Place: Camp Simon, Tiff, MO 
Report filed by:  Pfc Giertz, Cameron 
 
 
The event at Camp Simon was very enjoyable. It was a fun local tactical event and a 
great way to kick off the season with the guys. The tactical was pretty well organized 
for the first one at this location. I believe it has great potential for future events and 
unit gatherings. Although the turnout was small, for a first time event there were 
actually enough reenactors in attendance to make it skirmishable, but we could always 
use more attendees, especially additional Germans to shoot at. Thanks to all involved, I 
appreciate everyone who made it possible for me and look forward to catching Jerry in 
the field more times to come. I look forward to the next event at Camp Simon! 
 

	  
29TH DIVISION ROLL 

CALL 
	  

	  
1ST Lt. Cornelius A. 'Neil' Sabin 

116th Infantry Regiment, 29th Division, ETO 
Wounded at Normandy, France, July 11, 1944 
Recipient of the Purple Heart and Bronze Star 
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After Action Report No. 15 
Date: 28 March 2015 
Type: Tactical 
Place: Weldon Krieg, Weldon Springs, MO 
Report filed by:  Sgt Adkins, Chase T.  
 
 
 
On the morning of 28 March Pvt Calton and myself set out for Weldon Springs Training 
Site for the Weldon Krieg tactical event.  Upon arrival we linked up with Pvt Carlin, the 
squad BAR man.  After registration we walked around checking out the vendors and 
talking with other reenactors.  The Safety and Authenticity formation started on time, 
but lasted entirely too long, and was even complete with a “pyro demonstration” – code 
for: idiots with explosives that don’t know how to operate their own equipment.  After 
nearly being killed by a “short round” from a nearby mortar we were finally released to 
move to our staging areas.  After a period of hurry-up-and-wait we moved to another 
staging area.  After more hurry-up-and-wait, we were finally given the order to move 
out. The objective, as we knew it, was to seek out and destroy all enemy resistance 
along the road.   
 
 
This, however, was easier said than done. Once we made contact, instead of moving off 
the road, getting on line, and assaulting through the enemy positions, everyone decided 
to remain on the road and punch a hole through the middle of the German main line of 
resistance, leading to mass confusion and chaos as the allies were now surrounded. 
This became the theme of the event: stick to the roads and get ourselves killed.  In true 
A Co. 116th fashion we broke off from the main body and flanked around to the right of 
the German line, taking out several enemy positions in the process.   
 
 
We eventually tired of the severe lack of organization and decided to leave the event 
early, something we never do.  This was incredibly unfortunate, because the event has 
potential.  Weldon Springs is a great spot for a tactical event, however it’s just not 
managed very well.  Attendance in the future may be considered, depending on unit 
support. 
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BATTLE HONOURS 
 
 

2015 
 
Cpl Forrest, Travis M. 

Tactical:  
Public:  
USO:  

 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T. 

Tactical: WeldonKrieg 
Public:  
USO:  

 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan 

Tactical:Camp Clark, Camp Simon, 
Fort DeCharters, WeldonKrieg 
Public:  
USO:  

 
Pfc Hite, Ryan 

Tactical:  
Public:  
USO: 

 
Pvt Williams, Peter 

Tactical: Camp Clark 
Public:  
USO:  

 
Pvt Calton, Jacob M. 

Tactical: WeldonKrieg 
Public:  
USO:  

 

Pvt Giertz, Cameron 
Tactical: Camp Siman, 
Public:  
USO:  

 
Pvt Stefl, Dominic 

Tactical:  
Public:  
USO:  
 
 

Pvt Davidson, Brand 
Tactical: 
Public:  
USO:  

 
Pvt Davidson, Dwight 

Tactical: Camp Clark 
Public:  
USO:  

 
Pvt Holden, Matt 

Tactical:  
Public:  
USO:  

 
Pvt Nixon, Bob 

Tactical: Camp Siman, 
Public:  
USO:  
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UNIT VETERANS 
 

2ND LT McCreary, Steven:  Is currently a 1st LT (Infantry Branch) in 3rd ACR on active 
duty stationed at Ft. Hood, TX. 

 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.:  Is currently a SSG in the 307th Tactical PSYOP CO, Army 

Reserves.  He is a combat veteran of Iraq and Afghanistan, has 
served in various other countries and has been in the army just 
over 10 years. 

 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan:  Served over 7 years in the active army as well as the National 

Guard.  He is a combat veteran of Desert Storm and has served in 
various other countries around the world, he was a MAJ when he 
left the service. 

Pvt Calton, Jacob M.:  Is currently a SGT in the 307th Tactical PSYOP CO, Army 
Reserves.  He is a combat veteran of Afghanistan and has been in 
the army just over 7 years. 

 
Pvt Davidson, Brand:  Served 4 years on active duty in the Marine Corps as an 

infantryman and 2 years in reserves.  He is a combat veteran of 
Iraq and has served in various other countries around the world, 
he was a CPL when he left the service. 

 
 
 

HISTORY LESSON 

 
 
Presidential Unit Citation: Vire! 

The 1st Battalion, 116th Infantry is cited 
for its gallant and heroic attack in the 
face of determined and strongly 
emplaced enemy in the vicinity of Vire, 
France, on 7-8 August 1944.  

In the Afternoon of 7 August 1944 the 
1st Battalion, 116th Infantry was ordered 
to accomplish the seemingly impossible 
task of driving a strongly emplaced 
enemy force from the eights overlooking 
Vire. The battalion, weary from ten days 
of continuous fighting during which it 

had lost two-thirds of its effective 
strength, started immediately to get into 
positions to attack its objective. During 
this advance the battalion was subjected 
to frequent and violent artillery 
concentrations, but by its aggressive 
and skillful action it was able to get to 
the base of Hill 203 with light casualties. 
As the forward elements of the battalion 
advanced up the hill, they were met by 
the heavy fire of all weapons, stopping 
the attack for the night. Immediately 
thereafter the enemy artillery was 
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directed on the rear elements of the 
battalion, which moved forward quickly 
to a defiladed position at the base of the 
hill where they held all night under an 
almost constant, but ineffective, 
artillery and mortar barrage. At 0530 
hours on 8 August, the battalion 
executed a skillful maneuver under 
cover of its own supporting weapons to 
surprise and rout the enemy. The 
success of the action was made possible 
by innumerable acts of heroism on the 
part of the soldiers who advanced 
speedily and steadily in the face of 

enemy fire and uncertainty, not 
hesitating or swerving from their 
mission. In taking this hill they made 
possible the early reopening of Vire 
streets to our traffic and denied the 
enemy a very important observation 
point from which to direct artillery fire 
on our troops.  

In the entire action the spirit, 
aggressiveness, and skill of the 1st 
Battalion, 116th  Infantry, in the attack 
reflected great credit on the United 
States Army.  

 
 

STRICTLY GI! 
 

Fun and interesting stuff just because… 
 
B-26 Bomber: 
U.S. twin-engine bomber built by Martin.  
The official name was the Marauder, but 
it was unofficially called the “Incredible 
Prostitute” because the early models 
had wings so short that it was said that 
the aircraft had no visible means of 
support. 
 
FIDO: 
Fog Investigation and Dispersal 
Operation.  FIDO was the code word for 
the Allied effort at fog dispersal in 
England during WWII.  England was 
sometimes covered with such intense 
fog that it was impossible for aircraft to 
land, and a method was needed for 
temporarily removing it.  The system 
that was devised consisted of laying 
horizontal pipes parallel to the edge of 
the landing strip; gas was then forced 
out of perforations in the pipes and 
ignited.  The flames burned off the 
thickest fog, and this kept fifteen British 
airfields operational at all times.  

 
Huff Duff: 
Name given to the High Frequency 
Direction Finding (HFDF), which was 
used by the Allies in WWII to locate 
German submarines in the Atlantic.  It 
consisted of an arc of land based radio 
stations in the Americas that used 
triangulation to pinpoint submarines.  
The network was built by IT&T’s Federal 
Telephone and Radio Corporation. 
 
Knox, Jean: 
Commander of the British Auxiliary 
Territorial Service in WWII.  She became 
the first female to become a Major 
General in British history. 
 
Operation Flash: 
Code name for the conspiracy to 
assassinate Hitler and take over the 
German Government.  The unsuccessful 
attempt occurred on 20 July 1944. 
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The American Defense Service Medal 

 

The American Defense Service Medal was a military award of the United States Armed 
Forces, established by Executive Order 8808, by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, on 
June 28, 1941. The medal was intended to recognize those military service members 
who had served on active duty between September 8, 1939 and December 7, 1941. 

HISTORY: 

The American Defense Service Medal was established by Executive Order 8808, on 28 
June 1941, by President Franklin D. Roosevelt and announced in War Department 
Bulletin 17, 1941. The criteria for the medal was announced in Department of the 
Army Circular 44, on 13 February 1942. The service ribbon design was approved by 
the Secretary of War and the Secretary of Navy on January 7, 1942. The medal was 
designed by Mr. Lee Lawrie, a civilian sculptor from Easton, Maryland. The model was 
approved by the Commission of Fine Arts on May 5, 1942. 

CRITERIA: 

The medal is authorized to military members who served on active duty between 
September 8, 1939 and December 7, 1941. Members of the United States Army 
received this medal for any length of service during the eligibility period, provided that 
they were on orders to active duty for a period of twelve months or longer. The United 
States Navy excluded Reservists who were on active duty for less than ten days, but 
otherwise the Navy, United States Marine Corps, and United States Coast Guard 
awarded the medal to all personnel who served on active duty at any time during the 
eligibility period (provided they passed their initial physical examinations).  
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APPEARANCE: 

The Bronze medal is 1 1/4 inches in width. On the obverse is a female Grecian figure 
symbolic of defense, holding in her sinister hand an ancient war shield in reverse and 
her dexter hand brandishing a sword above her head, and standing upon a 
conventionalized oak branch with four leaves. Around the top is the lettering 
"AMERICAN DEFENSE". The reverse is the wording "FOR SERVICE DURING THE 
LIMITED EMERGENCY PROCLAIMED BY THE PRESIDENT ON SEPTEMBER 8,1939 OR 
DURING THE UNLIMITED EMERGENCY PROCLAIMED BY THE PRESIDENT ON MAY 
27,1941" above a seven-leafed spray of laurel.  

The suspension and service ribbon of the medal is 1 3/8 inches wide and consists of the 
following stripes: 3/16 inch Golden Yellow 67104,symbolic of the golden opportunity of 
the youth of the United States to serve the National colors; 1/8 inch triparted Old Glory 
Blue 67178; White 67101; and Scarlet 67111; center ¦ inch Golden Yellow; 1/8 inch 
triparted Scarlet; White; and Old Glory Blue 67178; and 3/16 inch Golden yellow. The 
golden yellow color was symbolic of the golden opportunity of the youth of the United 
States to serve the National colors, represented by the blue, white and red pin stripes 
on each side.  
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29 “Lets GO!!” 


