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The New Year! 
 

 Hello again everyone!!  With the dawning of a new year upon us, it’s again time to 
renew our HRS membership, to ensure the continuation of our charter.  Remember Cpl 
Travis M. Forrest is our unit commander, so when it asks for that make sure you put 
his name down, lets try to all be on the same page this year!!  I would also like to add a 
section to the newsletter listing the events that people would like to attend this year so 
everyone can see what’s available and decide on what to attend.  For a list/calendar and 
descriptions of the coming years events please visit 20thcenturygi.com to make your 
selections, if you know about an event but it is not listed on that website, please email 
Gary Adkins so he can see to it that it gets listed. 
 
 Also Pvt Dwight Davidson has made an excellent suggestion for a section of the 
newsletter; he has proposed that we add a section for our favorite WWII stories.  This 
can be anything; a story from a veteran, something you experienced while traveling 
WWII battlefields, museums, or read in a book, anything that moves you and you would 
like to share with everyone.  We’ve all read a ton of stuff on WWII and several of us have 
been to Europe and toured the battlefields, so please lets have fun with this and start 
submitting your stories to myself and I’ll get them in here. 
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UNIT ROSTER 
 
 

2ND LT McCreary, Steven      Pvt Davidson, Dwight 
 
Cpl Forrest, Travis M.       Pvt Davidson, Brand 
 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.       Pvt Nixon, Bob 
 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan        Pvt Reinertson, Lee 
  
Pfc Hite, Ryan        Pvt Holden, Matt 
 
Pvt Calton, Jacob M.       Pvt Giertz, Cameron 
  
Pvt Williams, Peter       Pvt Stefl, Dominic 

 
 

War Stories!! 
 

Something interesting, that we enjoy! 
 
  
Since we are in the middle of December, this is my favorite World War Two story........  
 
Sometime during the late afternoon of 24 December 1944, in the Ardennes forest, three 
American soldiers – cold, hungry, one badly wounded, all three very scared – were 
trying to find the American lines, or at least shelter for the evening. They were rapidly 
running out of daylight, when they came upon a small cabin in the woods.  
 
With no real options left, they knocked on the door. Elisabeth Vincken and her 12 year 
old son, were surprised when they opened the door to find three "ami" soldiers outside, 
one hardly able to stand. They seemed polite, and she let them in. Fortunately for the 
GI's Elisabeth spoke English, and was very kind. She tended to the wounded soldier 
while the other two warmed themselves by the fire. They asked if they could stay the 
night, and leave in the morning. "Of course" you shall share our Christmas eve dinner as 
well".  
 
Dinner was a roast chicken, potatoes, some canned vegetables, bread and a little wine. 
The portions were small, but to the GI's this would be one Christmas Eve dinner they 
could never forget.  
 
The soldiers were so relaxed, they forgot where the were, and so they were slow to 
react when the door to cabin opened and three German soldiers entered, two had rifles 
with bayonets attached. "Hande hoch! snell!” The two GI's stood up with hands in the 
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air at the mercy of the Germans. One German pulled back the bolt on his K98 and just 
as he raised it to his hip. Elisabeth with the authority that only a German  
Hausfrau can summon yelled "nein!nein! Es ist heiligabend und hier wird nicht 
geschossen" [No! No! it is the holy night and there will be no shooting here].  
 
She told the German soldiers to leave their weapons outside and to stay for dinner.  
The Germans meekly obeyed, perhaps because she reminded them of their own 
mothers, and it was Christmas Eve, and like the Americans they were lost, cold and 
hungry and scared. And also like the Americans they just wanted to go home.  
 
Everyone sat down to eat, the portions were smaller but the tensions were gone, for 
everyone at the table, the war could wait until tomorrow. After dinner with the help of 
the wine, the Americans and the Germans discovered that they could talk with one 
another. One German was a medic and tended to wounded GI sleeping on the bed.  
"He will live he said if he gets to an aid station in the next day or so we can show you 
how to get back to your lines. You are not that far away Monschau and  the American 
army is still there." The next morning, Christmas morning, the soldiers left. Elisabeth 
wished all six soldiers good luck and it was her hope that next Christmas everyone 
would be home safe and well with the war over. The men shook hands and left going 
separate ways wondering if they should tell anyone and if they did, would anyone 
believe them? 
 
This is supposed to be a true story. President Reagan once mentioned it in a speech.  
Also either Lifetime or Hallmark made a TV movie called "Silent night" that is very 
similar to this story.   

 
 
 

Submitted by: Pvt Dwight Davidson 
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BATTLE UPDATE BRIEF 
 
 
After Action Report No. 9 
Date: 08 Nov 2014 
Type: Living Hist. 
Place: St. Louis Veterans Day Parade 
Report filed by:  Sgt Adkins, Chase T. 
 
In the wee morning hours of 8 Saturday 2014, Pvt Stefl and myself linked up at the 
designated rendezvous point (his house) to make the trip through enemy territory to 
downtown St. Louis for the 2014 Veterans Day Parade.  Upon link up we conducted 
PCC’s and PCI’s of personnel and equipment.  We then set out to make the link up at 
0930 with Ssg Gary Adkins FSSF near Union Station, where we would then receive our 
pre mission briefing.  From there our small group set out on foot to the Soldiers 
Memorial for the pre-parade festivities of speeches, the National Anthem, POW/MIA 
ceremony, and Taps.  We then moved to our staging area near the tail end of the parade, 
where we ran into several familiar faces from the 2nd Ranger Bn. Shortly after the 
exchanging of pleasantries the parade kicked off, we wound through downtown ending 
back at Union Station, form there we decide to make an Alamo run, found a few items of 
interest and called it quits.  All in all,s the event went well, the parade was much 
smaller than years past, but still fun.  Next year I would like to see a larger turnout 
from our guys, seeing that it’s a local day event. 
 
 
After Action Report No. 10 
Date: 28 Nov 2014 
Type: Training Day 
Place: Eureka, MO 
Report filed by:  Cpl Forrest Travis M., Pvt Giertz, Cameron & Pvt Stefl, Dominic 
 
 
Cpl Forrest, Travis M. 
The annual 116th training day was beautiful although there were hairy moments on 
the SMG. Kicking off at 1100 we had in attendance Pfc Carlin, Pvt Nixon, Pvt Holden, 
Sgt Larson, Pvt Geirtz, Pvt Steflstien, and Cpl Forrest. With a little heads up we jumped 
into class on the LMG M1919. After learning assisting Pfc Carlin on demonstrations 
and class we moved onto qualifications. Training with the BAR followed as then we 
moved to the Grease gun and Thompson. Over all the Pvts did well. No friendlies were 
shot and they all hit the target. The day turned warm and the ground thawed which 
made it a muddy mess. All in all, the event was a success. I would like to add Matt looks 
good since he passed on. 
 
Pvt Stefl, Dominic 
This was my first ever training day with the 29th, and besides having an extreme 
amount of fun, and firing several new weapons, I learned quite a bit of new information 
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that I did not know before. The training day consisted of a Beefing first thing to get us a 
little familiar with what we were doing, and give us a little more knowledge on what we 
were to do, and what an actual Joe would of been required to know to operate those 
weapons. After the briefing we jumped in, the first weapon we fired was the M1919 .30 
cal, second was the B.A.R., third was the M1A1 Thompson, fourth up was the M3 grease 
gun, and finally the Colt M1911. All of these weapons were new to me, but by the end of 
the day I had learned how to operate all of them, and had a ton of fun! 
 
Pvt Giertz, Cameron 
The live-fire training day was an amazing experience at its best. I had the chance to 
shoot some very iconic weapons for the first time. I learned a lot of new things – how to 
operate all these weapon systems and some basic info on tactics and what not. My 
favorite weapon to fire was the M1919 along with the Thompson M1A1 and M3 
submachine gun. All were very enjoyable to shoot and I’m grateful for getting the 
chance to do so. Thank you to all involved in making this opportunity happen I had a 
great time and look forward to getting together again with the unit. 
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After Action Report No. 11 
Date: 6 Dec, 2014 
Type: Tactical Battle 
Place: Wendall Ford Center, Greenville KY 
Report filed by:  Pfc Hite, Ryan D. 
 
 
In the early morning hours of Saturday, December 6th, Pfc Carlin, Pvt Davidson, and I 
started the few hour trip down to Western Kentucky.  We arrived at the Wendell T. Ford 
Kentucky National Guard training center shortly before the 0600 registration hour. 
After greeting and registration all around, Carlin and Davidson and I walked up the 
street to the chow hall for a hot breakfast.  Let me tell you - between the barracks and 
the hot breakfast these guys have a pretty sweet setup.  At 0800 both allied and axis 
mounted up and headed for the fields.  Over the next eight or nine hours we ran three 
separate skirmishes. There were about 35-40 GIs, a couple Brits, and probably close to 
60 Germans. Overall, the planning for these situations was pretty good. Each skirmish, 
Allies or Axis would defend a piece of ground against the other's secret advances. And 
with the massive space available to us, it was quite easy to sneak up on each other in 
unexpected places. It was nice to see pretty much everyone taking their hits and 
playing an honorably, though it was very hard at times to see or discern who was 
shooting at who in the thicket we were fighting through.  The terrain, as a whole, 
though was fantastic! Everything from trees and woods, to hills and gullies, to a pine 
forest.  Probably one of the closest experiences to a German pine forest that I've ever 
seen!  The terrain was great for all our situations.  Overall, this was a great tactical 
event.  I know at least for our guys we had a blast throughout the day - lots of laughter 
and good stories and more ammunition expended than usual! On the trip home that 
night we easily agreed this was a well above average tactical. We are looking forward to 
going again next year, hopefully with even more folks on both sides. 
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BATTLE HONOURS 
 
 

2014 
 
Cpl Forrest, Travis M. 

Tactical: Camp Clark, Weldon Springs, Camden, Training Day 
Public: LST-325, WWII Weekend JB, High Ridge Elks Lodge 
USO: Hangar Dance, MVPA Dance 

 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T. 

Tactical: Camden 
Public: WWII Weekend JB, D-Day Ohio, Stars & Stripes, St. Louis Veterans Day    
Parade 
USO: MVPA Dance 

 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan 

Tactical: Camp Clark, Weldon Springs, Camden, Wendell Ford, Training Day 
Public: LST-325, WWII Weekend JB, D-Day Ohio, Stars & Stripes 
USO: Hangar Dance, MVPA Dance 

 
Pfc Hite, Ryan 

Tactical: Camden, Wendell Ford 
Public: D-Day Ohio 
USO: 

 
Pvt Williams, Peter 

Tactical:  
Public: WWII Weekend JB, Danville, Peoria, Rockford, Stars & Stripes 
USO: MVPA Dance 

 
Pvt Calton, Jacob M. 

Tactical: 
Public: D-Day Ohio 
USO:  

 
Pvt Giertz, Cameron 

Tactical: Camden, Training Day 
Public: WWII Weekend JB, Rockholm Gardens, Ft. De Chartres, High Ridge Elks 
Lodge 
USO: MVPA Dance 

 
Pvt Stefl, Dominic 

Tactical: Camden, Training Day 
Public: WWII Weekend JB, Ft. De Chartres, High Ridge Elks Lodge, Stars & 
Stripes, St. Louis Veterans Day Parade 
USO: Hangar Dance, MVPA Dance 
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Pvt Davidson, Brand 
Tactical: 
Public: WWII Weekend JB 
USO:  

 
Pvt Davidson, Dwight 

Tactical: Wendell Ford 
Public: LST-325 
USO: Hangar Dance 

 
Pvt Holden, Matt 

Tactical: Weldon Springs, Training Day 
Public: WWII Weekend JB 
USO: Hangar Dance 

 
Pvt Nixon, Bob 

Tactical: Training Day 
Public: WWII Weekend JB 
USO: Hangar Dance 

 
 
 

UNIT VETERANS 
 

2ND LT McCreary, Steven:  Is currently a 1st LT (Infantry Branch) in 3rd ACR on active 
duty stationed at Ft. Hood, TX. 

 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.:  Is currently a SSG in the 307th Tactical PSYOP CO, Army 

Reserves.  He is a combat veteran of Iraq and Afghanistan, has 
served in various other countries and has been in the army just 
over 10 years. 

 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan:  Served over 7 years in the active army as well as the National 

Guard.  He is a combat veteran of Desert Storm and has served in 
various other countries around the world, he was a MAJ when he 
left the service. 

Pvt Calton, Jacob M.:  Is currently a SGT in the 307th Tactical PSYOP CO, Army 
Reserves.  He is a combat veteran of Afghanistan and has been in 
the army just over 7 years. 

 
Pvt Davidson, Brand:  Served 4 years on active duty in the Marine Corps as an 

infantryman and 2 years in reserves.  He is a combat veteran of 
Iraq and has served in various other countries around the world, 
he was a CPL when he left the service. 
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HISTORY LESSON 

 
 

The cross-channel invasion of France finally came on 6 June 1944, Operation Overlord, 
the invasion of Normandy. The 29th Infantry Division sent the 116th Infantry 
Regiment to support the western flank of the 1st Infantry Division's 16th Infantry 
Regiment at Omaha Beach. Omaha was known to be the most difficult of the five landing 
beaches, due to its rough terrain and bluffs overlooking the beach, which had been well 
fortified by its German defenders of the 352nd Infantry Division. The 116th Infantry 
Regiment was assigned four sectors of the beach; Easy Green, Dog Red, Dog White, and 
Dog Green. Soldiers of the 29th Infantry Division boarded a large number of attack 
transports for the D-Day invasion, among them Landing craft, Landing Ship, Tank and 
Landing Ship, Infantry ships and other vessels such as the SS Empire Javelin, 
USS Charles Carroll, and USS Buncombe County. 

As the ships were traveling to the beach, the heavy seas, combined with the chaos of 
the fighting caused most of the landing force to be thrown off-course and most of the 
116th Infantry missed its landing spots. Most of the regiment's tank support, launched 
from too far offshore, floundered and sank in the channel. The soldiers of the 116th 
Infantry began to hit the beach at 0630, coming under heavy fire from German 
fortifications. A Company, 1st Battalion, 116th Infantry, from the Virginia National 
Guard in Bedford, Virginia was annihilated by overwhelming fire as it landed on the 
116th's westernmost section of the beach, along with half of C Company, 2nd Ranger 
Battalion which was landing to the west of the 116th. The catastrophic losses suffered 
by this small Virginia community led to it being selected for the site of the National D-
Day Memorial. The 1st Infantry Division's forces ran into similar fortifications on the 
eastern half of the beach, suffering massive casualties coming ashore. By 0830, the 
landings were called off for lack of space on the beach, as the Americans on Omaha 
Beach were unable to overcome German fortifications guarding the beach exits. 
General Omar Bradley, commander of the First Army, considered evacuating survivors 
and landing the rest of the divisions elsewhere. However, by noon, elements of the 
American forces had been able to organize and advance off the beach, and the landings 
resumed. By nightfall, the division headquarters landed on the beach with about 60 
percent of the division's total strength, and began organizing the push inland. On 7 
June, a second wave of 20,000 reinforcements from the 1st and 29th divisions was sent 
ashore. By the end of D-Day, 2,400 men from the two divisions had become casualties 
on Omaha Beach. Added to casualties at other beaches and airdrops made the total 
casualties for Operation Overlord 6,500 Americans and 3,000 British and Canadians, 
lighter numbers than expected.  
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STRICTLY GI! 
 

Fun and interesting stuff just because… 
 
B-17: 
 
U.S. four-engine heavy bomber also called the Flying Fortress.  Boeing Aircraft 
Company developed it privately in 1935 because the government procurement officials 
did not see the need to spend the money. It was originally designed for coastal 
protection of the United States, Hawaii, and Alaska. 
 
Fat Boy: 
 
Code Name of the atomic bomb, made from plutonium, that destroyed Nagasaki on 9 
August 1945.  It was 128 inches long and 60 inches in diameter and was dropped from 
the B-29 Bock’s Car.  Fat Boy was named for Prime Minister Winston Churchill. 
 
Lend-Lease Bill: 
 
Name of a bill passed 11 March 1941,thatgave President Franklin Roosevelt the power 
to “sell, transfer, exchange, lend, lease, or otherwise dispose of defense materials for 
the government of any country whose defense the President deems vital to the defense 
of the United States.” 
 
LeMay, Curtis: 
 
U.S. Army Air Force general.  He commanded bomber forces in England and the Pacific 
in WWII.  In England, he concluded that too many bombers were missing targets by 
zigzagging away from flak, se he led the next mission over Saint-Nazaire.  LeMay held 
his aircraft in a straight-line through the flak, which he simply ignored. The next day 
he ordered his planes to no longer take evasive action on the final bomb run.  Losses 
increased but so did bombing accuracy.  LeMay led the first shuttle-bombing mission 
from England to North Africa and bombed Regensburg while en route, 17 August 1943.  
In Japan, he removed the defensive guns and gunners from B-29’s and overloaded 
them with firebombs to be dropped from extremely low altitudes.  This was very 
unpopular with the crews but highly effective.  LeMay usually had a cigar clenched in 
his mouth because it helped to cover a slight facial paralysis as a result of an old wound. 
 
Operation Grenade: 
 
Thrust of the U.S. Ninth Army toward the Rhine River on 23 February 1945.  It was 
begun in conjunction with the Canadian attack of Operation Veritable. 
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29TH DIVISION MEMORIALS 
 

 
Memorial of the 29th Infantry Division's embarkation for D-Day in Trebah, England 
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29 “Lets GO!!” 


