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Happy New Year! 
 

 Hello again everyone!!  Just a few updates; our new website is up and running, it 
is still 116thinfantry.org, the only difference is it’s a little easier to navigate and has 
more features.  With that said, we are uploading a PDF of the newsletters to the site.  I 
would like to know if you guys would like to continue getting print versions mailed to 
you or if you would rather just go online and view it.  Please contact me and let me 
know.  Also if there are any suggestions for things you would like to see on the new site 
or if you have any changes you would like to see to the current format please contact 
Pfc Hite.   
 
 This year there are a number of Honor Flights happening in the St Louis area, I 
put the schedule in the newsletter.  These Honor Flights are covering WWII, Korea, and 
Vietnam.  These guys won’t be around much longer and we need to continue to show 
support for them.  If anyone is interested in attending any of these let me know, 
uniforms for these is preferably Class A, however combat uniforms can be worn as long 
as they are clean and serviceable and less the field gear.  That’s it for now; lets make 
this a great year!!! 
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UNIT ROSTER 
 
 

2ND LT McCreary, Steven      Pvt Davidson, Dwight 
 
Cpl Forrest, Travis M.       Pvt Davidson, Brand 
 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.       Pvt Nixon, Bob 
 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan        Pvt Reinertson, Lee 
  
Pfc Hite, Ryan        Pvt Holden, Matt 
 
Pvt Calton, Jacob M.       Pvt Giertz, Cameron 
  
Pvt Williams, Peter       Pvt Stefl, Dominic 

 
 

War Stories!! 
 

Something interesting, that we enjoy! 
 
  
One of my favorite World War II stories involves Gen Cota and the 29th Division: 
 

Brigadier General Norman “Dutch” Cota, assistant division commander of the 
29th, came upon a group of infantry pinned down by some Germans in a farmhouse.  He 
asked the captain in command why his men were making no effort to take the building. 
 
 “Sir, the Germans are in there shooting at us,” the captain replied. 
 
 “Well, I’ll tell you what captain,” said General Cota, unbuckling two grenades 
from his jacket.  “You and your men start shooting at them. I’ll take a squad of your 
men and you and the rest of your men watch carefully.  I’ll show you how to take a 
house with Germans in it.” 
 

General Cota led his squad around a hedge to get as close as possible to the house.  
Suddenly, he gave a whoop and raced forward, the squad following, yelling like wild 
men.  As they tossed grenades into the windows, General Cota and another man kicked 
in the front door, tossed a couple grenades inside, waited for the explosions, then 
dashed into the house.  He surviving Germans inside were streaming out the back door, 
running for their lives. 

 
Cota returned to the captain.  “You’ve seen how to take a house,” said the 

general, still out of breath.  “Do you understand?  Do you know how to do it now?’ 
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“Yes sir.” 
 
“Well, I wont be around to do it for you again,” General Cota said.  “I can’t do it for 

everybody” 
 
I like this story because it demonstrates how prepared for the invasion of France 

the U.S. soldiers were.  They new every detail about that beach, every beach obstacle, 
bunker, machinegun nest, path and trench leading off the beach; however they were 
woefully undertrained for the fighting once they got off the beach. 

 
 

Submitted by: Sgt Adkins, Chase T. 
 
 
 

HONOR FLIGHTS 

Scheduled Flights for 2015.  

• Tuesday, March 31, 2015 

• Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

• Tuesday, May 19, 2015 

• Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

• Tuesday, July 7, 2015 

• Tuesday, August 4, 2015 

• Tuesday, August 25, 2015 

• Tuesday, September 29, 2015 

• Tuesday, October 13, 2015 

• Wednesday, November 11, 2015 

 
 
 
 

	  
29TH DIVISION 
MEMORIALS 

 

	  
	  

This	  memorial	  is	  located	  at	  the	  Fort	  George	  G.	  Meade	  Museum.	  It	  
commemorates	  the	  29th	  U.S.	  Infantry	  Division,	  which	  was	  

mobilized	  at	  Fort	  Meade	  in	  1941.	  On	  D-‐Day,	  the	  division	  stormed	  
ashore	  on	  Omaha	  Beach.	  Eleven	  months	  of	  battles	  and	  campaigns	  

in	  Europe	  followed.	  
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BATTLE UPDATE BRIEF 
 
 

After Action Report No. 12 
Date: 16 DEC 2014 
Type: Reunion 
Place: VBOB Annual Banquet  
Report filed by:  Sgt Adkins, Chase T. 
 

On the morning of 16 December I arrived at the Royal Orleans Banquet Hall for 
the 70th Anniversary of the Battle of the Bulge banquet hosted by the Veterans of the 
Battle of the Bulge Association (VBOB) St. Louis Chapter.  On my way there I was 
worried and elated at the same time; worried that that the turn out would much smaller 
this year as time whittles away at these great men and women.  However my elation far 
surpassed my worry, as I was about to see several people that I thoroughly enjoy 
spending time with. 
 
 When I arrived, as expected, the turnout was noticeably smaller than in previous 
years.  The opening ceremonies were great, with a speech by Dr. John McManus of 
Rolla S&T, and some news and updates pertaining to the VBOB.   Then the mood 
changed to a more somber one when they read off the roll of members who have passed 
followed by taps.  
 
  While waiting for the luncheon to begin I called up SFC Kevin Williams from the 
307th TPC, to see if he would like to join us for lunch and meet some of the veterans, he 
agreed and brought a few others with him.  Lunch went well with more speeches and 
awards and some much needed small talk between everyone.   
All in all the event turned out great, we had lunch with some incredibly remarkable 
men, such as Clarence Goldsmith (Captain 82nd Airborne WWII), Charlie Ryan (2nd 
Ranger Bn WWII), and a few others.  Also a warm thank you to George DeSpotes for 
again helping to ensure that some of these guys could be there. 
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BATTLE HONOURS 
 
 

2014 
 
Cpl Forrest, Travis M. 

Tactical: Camp Clark, Weldon Springs, Camden, Training Day 
Public: LST-325, WWII Weekend JB, High Ridge Elks Lodge 
USO: Hangar Dance, MVPA Dance 

 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T. 

Tactical: Camden 
Public: WWII Weekend JB, D-Day Ohio, Stars & Stripes, St. Louis Veterans Day    
Parade 
USO: MVPA Dance 

 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan 

Tactical: Camp Clark, Weldon Springs, Camden, Wendell Ford, Training Day 
Public: LST-325, WWII Weekend JB, D-Day Ohio, Stars & Stripes 
USO: Hangar Dance, MVPA Dance 

 
Pfc Hite, Ryan 

Tactical: Camden, Wendell Ford 
Public: D-Day Ohio 
USO: 

 
Pvt Williams, Peter 

Tactical:  
Public: WWII Weekend JB, Danville, Peoria, Rockford, Stars & Stripes 
USO: MVPA Dance 

 
Pvt Calton, Jacob M. 

Tactical: 
Public: D-Day Ohio 
USO:  

 
Pvt Giertz, Cameron 

Tactical: Camden, Training Day 
Public: WWII Weekend JB, Rockholm Gardens, Ft. De Chartres, High Ridge Elks 
Lodge 
USO: MVPA Dance 

 
Pvt Stefl, Dominic 

Tactical: Camden, Training Day 
Public: WWII Weekend JB, Ft. De Chartres, High Ridge Elks Lodge, Stars & 
Stripes, St. Louis Veterans Day Parade 
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USO: Hangar Dance, MVPA Dance 
Pvt Davidson, Brand 

Tactical: 
Public: WWII Weekend JB 
USO:  

 
Pvt Davidson, Dwight 

Tactical: Wendell Ford 
Public: LST-325 
USO: Hangar Dance 

 
Pvt Holden, Matt 

Tactical: Weldon Springs, Training Day 
Public: WWII Weekend JB 
USO: Hangar Dance 

 
Pvt Nixon, Bob 

Tactical: Training Day 
Public: WWII Weekend JB 
USO: Hangar Dance 

 
 
 

UNIT VETERANS 
 

2ND LT McCreary, Steven:  Is currently a 1st LT (Infantry Branch) in 3rd ACR on active 
duty stationed at Ft. Hood, TX. 

 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.:  Is currently a SSG in the 307th Tactical PSYOP CO, Army 

Reserves.  He is a combat veteran of Iraq and Afghanistan, has 
served in various other countries and has been in the army just 
over 10 years. 

 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan:  Served over 7 years in the active army as well as the National 

Guard.  He is a combat veteran of Desert Storm and has served in 
various other countries around the world, he was a MAJ when he 
left the service. 

Pvt Calton, Jacob M.:  Is currently a SGT in the 307th Tactical PSYOP CO, Army 
Reserves.  He is a combat veteran of Afghanistan and has been in 
the army just over 7 years. 

 
Pvt Davidson, Brand:  Served 4 years on active duty in the Marine Corps as an 

infantryman and 2 years in reserves.  He is a combat veteran of 
Iraq and has served in various other countries around the world, 
he was a CPL when he left the service. 
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HISTORY LESSON 

 
 

Breakout 

The division cut across the Elle River and advanced slowly toward Saint-Lô, fighting 
bitterly in the Normandy hedgerows.  German reserves formed a new defensive front 
outside the town, and American forces fought a fierce battle with them two miles 
outside of the town.  German forces used the dense bocage foliage to their advantage, 
mounting fierce resistance in house to house fighting in the ravaged Saint-Lô. By the 
end of the fight, the Germans were relying on artillery support to hold the town 
following the depletion of the infantry contingent.  The 29th Division, which was 
already heavily underpowered after heavy casualties on D-Day, was even further 
depleted in the intense fighting for Saint-Lô. Eventually; the 29th was able to capture 
the city in a direct assault, supported by airstrikes from P-47 Thunderbolts. 

After taking Saint-Lô, on 18 July, the division joined in the battle for Vire, capturing 
that strongly held city by 7 August. It continued to face stiff German resistance as it 
advanced to key positions southeast of Saint-Lô.  It was then reassigned to V Corps, and 
then again to VIII Corps.  Turning west, the 29th took part in the assault on Brest, 
which lasted from 25 August until 18 September.  After a short rest, the division 
returned to XIX Corps and moved to defensive positions along the Teveren-
Geilenkirchen line in Germany and maintained those positions through October.  On 16 
November, the division began its drive to the Roer River, blasting its way through 
Siersdorf, Setterich, Durboslar, and Bettendorf, and reaching the Roer by the end of the 
month.  Heavy fighting reduced Jülich Sportplatz and the Hasenfeld Gut on 8 
December. 

From 8 December 1944 to 23 February 1945, the division was assigned to XIII Corps 
and held defensive positions along the Roer and prepared for the next major offensive. 
The division was reassigned to XIX Corps, and the attack jumped off across the Roer on 
23 February, and carried the division through Jülich, Broich, Immerath, and Titz, to 
Mönchengladbach by 1 March 1945.  The division was out of combat in March. In early 
April the division was reassigned to XVI Corps, where 116th Infantry helped mop up in 
the Ruhr area.  On 19 April 1945 the division, assigned to XIII Corps, pushed to the Elbe 
River and held defensive positions until 4 May. Meanwhile, the 175th Infantry cleared 
the Klotze Forest. After V-E Day, the division was on military duty in the Bremen 
enclave.  It was assigned to XVI Corps again for this assignment. 
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STRICTLY GI! 
 

Fun and interesting stuff just because… 
 
Battle of Britain: 
 
Official name given to the period from 10 July to 31 October 1940, when the German 
Luftwaffe attempted to knock out the British Royal Air Force in preparation for a 
German invasion of the British Isles.  The R.A.F. lost a total of 415 pilots out of a force 
of 1,500.  The life expectancy of a fighter pilot was eighty-seven flying hours or about 
two weeks. 
 
Pennies: 
 
U.S. Lincoln pennies in 1943 were made of steel due to the shortage of copper.  In 1944, 
they were made of reclaimed shell casings and usually had a deep reddish tone.  
 
Limpet: 
 
Name of a mine developed by the OSS in World War II.  It could be attached to the hull of 
a ship by magnets and detonated after a determined span of time. 
 
Henke, Melburn: 
 
U.S. Army private first class.  He was officially the first American soldier to land on 
British soil during World War II, when he stepped off a transport on 26 January 1942. 
 
Operation Jubilee: 
 
Allied raid on Dieppe, 11 August 1942, ostensibly to test landing craft techniques, but 
in r 
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After the United States' declaration of war in 1941, the War Department had difficulty 
recruiting infantry branch volunteers, namely due to the fact that "of all Soldiers, it was 
recognized that the infantryman continuously operated under the worst conditions and 
performed a mission that was not assigned to any other Soldier or unit ... the infantry, a 
small portion of the total Armed Forces, was suffering the most casualties while 
receiving the least public recognition." 

On 27 October 1943, the War Department formally established the Combat 
Infantryman Badge (CIB) and the Expert Infantryman Badge (EIB) awards in Section I, 
War Department Circular 269 (27 October 1943): 

The present war has demonstrated the importance of highly proficient, tough, hard, 
and aggressive infantry, which can be obtained only by developing a high degree of 
individual all-around proficiency on the part of every infantryman. As a means of 
attaining the high standards desired and to foster esprit de corps in infantry units; the 
Expert Infantryman and the Combat Infantryman badges are established for infantry 
personnel. 

Moreover, War Department Circular 269 stipulated: "…only one of these badges will be 
worn at one time" and "the Combat Infantryman badge is the highest award"; the 
awarding of the CIB was officially authorized with an executive order dated 15 
November 1943; later, on 10 June 1944, the U.S. Congress approved an extra ten 
dollars in monthly pay to every infantryman awarded the CIB—excepting 
commissioned officers. The WWII regulations did not formally prescribe a specific 
combat service period establishing the infantryman’s eligibility for being awarded a 
Combat Infantryman Badge, thus, in 1947, the U.S. Government implemented a policy 
authorizing the retroactive awarding of the Bronze Star Medal to World War II veteran 
soldiers who had been awarded the Combat Infantryman Badge, because the CIB was 
awarded only to soldiers who had borne combat duties befitting the recognition 
conferred by a Bronze Star Medal. Both awards required a commander’s 
recommendation and a citation in the pertinent orders. General Marshall initiated this 
after Medal of Honor-recipient Major Charles W. Davis noted to him that: "It would be 
wonderful, if someone could design a badge for every infantryman who faces the 
enemy, every day and every night, with so little recognition". 

War Department Circular 105, dated 13 March 1944 amended WD Circular 269. Page 
2, paragraph IV. BADGE – Section 1, Circular No. 269 War Department, 1943, is 
amended by adding paragraph 8 as follows: 

8. Retroactive award of Expert and Combat Infantryman badges may be awarded 
to any infantryman who, on or after 6 December 1941, has established eligibility 
and been recommended for such award under the provisions of paragraph 2b or 
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paragraph 3b. The Expert Infantryman badge may be awarded under paragraph 
2a, only to those infantryman who have established eligibility and been 
recommended for such award on or after 27 October 1943. 

From the beginning, Army leaders have taken care to retain the badge for the unique 
purpose for which it was established and to prevent the adoption of any other badge, 
which would lower its prestige. At the close of World War II, the largest war in which 
armor and artillery played key roles in the ground campaigns, a review was conducted 
of the CIB criteria with consideration being given to creating either additional badges or 
authorizing the badge to cavalry and armor units. The review noted that any change in 
policy would detract from the prestige of the badge. 
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29 “Lets GO!!” 


