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SPRING! 
 

 Hello again everyone!!  Just a reminder, spring is fast approaching, and with 
that – reenactment season!!!!  We have several great local, as well as travel, events 
coming up.  WWII Weekend at Jefferson Barracks is fast approaching and we have our 
campsite reserved -- we are site #4.  The 2nd Rangers have moved the Allied camp back 
to the original area near the visitor’s center.  I’d like to see a strong turn out this year 
and a good well put together campsite! With this event within twenty minutes of almost 
all of us there should be no reason we can’t put on a good display and have a good time.  
I’m going to go and do a site recon of the camp site and figure out what we can do as far 
as a set up, if anyone else would like to join me let me know. 
 
 Also as more information comes down about the Honor Flights, I will keep 
everyone posted, probably via the website and text message.  The coordinator of the 
flights said they have several fundraisers planned, which are great display 
opportunities, and the flights will definitely be broken down into WWII, Korean War, 
and Vietnam.  So lets get out there and show these guys how much we appreciate them! 
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UNIT ROSTER 
 
 

2ND LT McCreary, Steven      Pvt Davidson, Dwight 
 
Cpl Forrest, Travis M.       Pvt Davidson, Brand 
 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.       Pvt Nixon, Bob 
 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan        Pvt Reinertson, Lee 
  
Pfc Hite, Ryan        Pvt Holden, Matt 
 
Pvt Calton, Jacob M.       Pvt Giertz, Cameron 
  
Pvt Williams, Peter       Pvt Stefl, Dominic 

 
 

War Stories!! 
 

Something interesting, that we enjoy! 
 
  
On July 13, 1944, Major Thomas D. Howie, one of the most well respected Stonewallers 
of the 116th Infantry Regiment, America's "Stonewall Brigade," was given command of 
its Third Battalion. Four days later, in the early morning hours of July 17, he leads a 
successful night bayonet assault to relieve the beleaguered Second Battalion, which had 
been surrounded by the Germans in their successful advance toward the critical road 
junctions in the French town of St. Lo. As dawn broke, Major Howie radioed to the 
116th Regimental Commander, Colonel Phillip Dwyer, that his attack had been 
successful and asked for further orders. 
 
At 0730, Colonel Dwyer called Howie, ordering his Battalion to lead the advance to St. 
Lo. "Will do," the young Major replied without hesitation. Then he called his company 
commanders together and laid out the plan for the upcoming advance. As the strategy 
session was concluding, German forward observers on the Martinsville Ridge north of 
the position spotted the gathering and called for indirect fire on the Americans. 
 
Hearing the incoming rounds, Major Howie shouted for his men to get to safety. As they 
raced for the nearest protection, recently captured German defensive positions, he held 
his location, waiting to make sure that all of his Stonewallers made it to safety. As his 
subordinates jumped into the cover of the nearest holes, Howie shouted for all to hear, 
"I'll see you in St. Lo!" Almost immediately, mortar rounds began impacting at the 
temporary command post where only the Major and his enlisted aide, Sergeant Bob 
Evans, remained. 
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Major Howie was struck by fragments from the exploding mortar rounds and almost 
immediately fell mortally wounded. His executive officer, Captain William H. 
Puntenney, raced back and pulled him into the closest trench where the Major died a 
few moments later. The rounds also struck and killed Sergeant Evans. Pinned down by 
the ensuing barrage, which lasted throughout the day, the Third Battalion never was 
able to initiate its assault. 
 
The next day, July 18, the 29th Division's "Task Force C," a mobile organization of 
Sherman tanks, tank destroyers, and mounted infantry, completed the penetration into 
St. Lo. Learning of the death of Major Howie, Major General Charles Gerhardt, 
commanding the 29th Division ordered the Major's last shout to his men be fulfilled. 
The remains were sent to the entrance of the city and placed on the rubble of the 
Church of the Holy Cross where all of the soldiers entering the city would pass the flag-
draped coffin. 
 
For security reasons and pending notification of Howie's family, the identity of the 
remains was unknown for weeks, but the scene of his body resting in the town square 
as the American troops entered St. Lo became a famous picture captured by numerous 
war correspondents. The photo was soon appearing in publications throughout the 
United States, to include Life Magazine. It carried the simple caption, "The Major of St. 
Lo." 
 
In Staunton, Virginia, the home of Thomas D. Howie, when a new armory was build as 
the Headquarters of the 116th Regiment, it was dedicated to his memory. Today it 
remains the home of the famous 116th Infantry, recently reorganized as a Brigade 
Combat Team. Numerous memorials were also dedicated at the Staunton Military 
Academy where the Major was an instructor before the outbreak of the war. Today this 
recognition is part of the campus of Mary Baldwin College. Probably the most 
impressive memorial to Tom Howie is positioned at the main entrance to St. Lo, only a 
short distance from where he fell. A small chapel in la Madeline near there, just west of 
the city, is also dedicated to his memory and the sacrifice of the 116th Infantry 
Regiment of the 29th Division in liberating its residents. 

 
Submitted by: Pvt Williams, Peter  
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       WILLIE & JOE 
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  By:	  Bill	  Mauldin	  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BATTLE UPDATE BRIEF 
 
 

After Action Report No. 13 
Date: 17 JAN 2015 
Type: Tactical 
Place: Camp Clark, Nevada, MO 
Report filed by:  Pvt Williams, Peter 
 

	  
29TH DIVISION 
MEMORIALS 

 
	  

	  
29th	  Infantry	  Division	  Memorial	  on	  Omaha	  Beach,	  Normandy.	  

France.	  
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Bryan Carlin, Dwight Davidson, and I attended the tactical reenactment held at Camp 
Clark in Nevada, MO on 17 January 2015. Although the event in its entirety 
encompassed the course of Friday through Sunday, we decided to drive down and back 
on Saturday, making it a one day event. 
 
We were involved in three scenarios during the tactical, all of which required us to be 
on the offensive. In the past, the scenarios were alternating between offensive and 
defensive actions, allowing Allied and Axis reenactors alike to participate in both. This 
year we were solely offensive. Perhaps this was simply because of the group which we 
were attached. It is possible the other Allied units participated in alternating actions. I 
do not know at this time. I do know it was disappointing to not have a chance defending 
an objective instead of continuously attacking them. 
 
The first objective was to capture a group of buildings located in dense woods. This 
scenario was a SNAFU from the beginning. Too many people in command, moving too 
slowly through the woods, taking too long to cross a creek, etc. caused us to arrive too 
late to the objective. By the time we finally arrived, the enemy was gone. 
 
The second objective was a fortified area (the Army uses it as a FOB training site). We 
arrived late because we were informed that it was closer than it really was, causing us 
to have to search for it. When we did find it, whoever was in command quickly lost 
control of the situation and it became a free-for-all cowboys and Indians shootout. 
 
The final objective was the MOUT site, with a secondary objective being a bridge and 
crossroads some ways from the site. The plan was for the main force to assault the 
MOUT site while a squad (5 riflemen and a BAR gunner) quickly advanced to the 
crossroads and bridge and held it before the enemy could fall back and destroy the 
bridge. We were with the squad tasked with taking the bridge. 
 
We encountered problems from the start. The plan called for us to travel cross country, 
through a densely wooded swamp-like area. Unfortunately the vegetation was so thick, 
with trees, thorn bushes, briers, and shrubs, it made it difficult to travel quickly. In 
hindsight, it would have been quicker, or at the very least as quick and less frustrating, 
to travel by the road. By the time we came within sight of the crossroads, the enemy 
was already taking defensive positions. We tried advancing along the tree line and the 
attack stalled. We tried crawling and leap-frogging along a sunken culvert but an MG-42 
held us up. Dwight Davidson tried sneaking through the woods where he successfully 
picked off at least two of the enemy as they tried to outflank us. We were in this state of 
stalemate when the enemy blew the bridge. While we ultimately failed to capture the 
secondary objective, we later learned we drew defenders away from the MOUT site, 
thereby aiding the main assault against the primary objective. 
 
Overall it was a decent event and, as in previous years, the coordinators at least tried to 
keep the action moving while providing meaningful objectives. The final scenario was 
the most enjoyable in my opinion. We had perfect weather for the event, we conducted 
ourselves in a manner reflective of the traditions and history of the 116th Infantry, and 
we enjoyed ourselves. 
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BATTLE HONOURS 
 
 

2015 
 
Cpl Forrest, Travis M. 

Tactical:  
Public:  
USO:  

 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T. 

Tactical:  
Public:  
USO:  

 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan 

Tactical: Camp Clark 
Public:  
USO:  

 
Pfc Hite, Ryan 

Tactical:  
Public:  
USO: 

 
Pvt Williams, Peter 

Tactical: Camp Clark 
Public:  
USO:  

 
Pvt Calton, Jacob M. 

Tactical: 
Public:  
USO:  

 
Pvt Giertz, Cameron 

Tactical:  
Public:  
USO:  

 
Pvt Stefl, Dominic 

Tactical:  
Public:  
USO:  
 
 

Pvt Davidson, Brand 
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Tactical: 
Public:  
USO:  

 
Pvt Davidson, Dwight 

Tactical: Camp Clark 
Public:  
USO:  

 
Pvt Holden, Matt 

Tactical:  
Public:  
USO:  

 
Pvt Nixon, Bob 

Tactical:  
Public:  
USO:  

 
 
 

UNIT VETERANS 
 

2ND LT McCreary, Steven:  Is currently a 1st LT (Infantry Branch) in 3rd ACR on active 
duty stationed at Ft. Hood, TX. 

 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.:  Is currently a SSG in the 307th Tactical PSYOP CO, Army 

Reserves.  He is a combat veteran of Iraq and Afghanistan, has 
served in various other countries and has been in the army just 
over 10 years. 

 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan:  Served over 7 years in the active army as well as the National 

Guard.  He is a combat veteran of Desert Storm and has served in 
various other countries around the world, he was a MAJ when he 
left the service. 

Pvt Calton, Jacob M.:  Is currently a SGT in the 307th Tactical PSYOP CO, Army 
Reserves.  He is a combat veteran of Afghanistan and has been in 
the army just over 7 years. 

 
Pvt Davidson, Brand:  Served 4 years on active duty in the Marine Corps as an 

infantryman and 2 years in reserves.  He is a combat veteran of 
Iraq and has served in various other countries around the world, 
he was a CPL when he left the service. 
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HISTORY LESSON 

 
 
The Siegfried Line 
 
In September 1944, the 29th was shipped east to help with the drive toward Germany. 
By this time, the Allies were re-grouping for what was believed to be the final push for 
Germany itself. Initially the 29th would be placed in a defensive position to support 
other units, but it would not be long before they would take part in the final push into 
the German heartland. 
 
The Battle of Aachen marked the first major battle within Germany itself. The enemy 
resisted fiercely and the battle would rage all through October. The 29th provided 
crucial flank protection for the US forces involved by engaging the 183rd 
Volksgrenadier Division and keeping it from reinforcing the embattled German forces 
at Aachen.   
 
The division also put pressure on the German Siegfried Line, a string of fortifications 
along the frontier of Germany. The ultimate goal of the Allies was to sever this 
defensive system of tank traps and bunkers, and open the path to the heart of 
Germany. 
 
On 2 October, 1st and 3rd Battalions of the 115th Infantry Regiment attacked Hatterath 
and Kreuzrath, achieving their objectives with the help of the 747th Tank Battalion. 
Close co-ordination was required to effectively attack the dogged German resistance.  
 
By early October, the Birgden-Kreuzrath area was finally cleared. At this point, the 
115th settled down to a period of active patrols and reconnaissance for future 
operations. Throughout the month, the 29th learned more valuable lessons in urban 
warfare that would serve them well in future operations. Building on actions in St. Lô 
and Brest, the soldiers found that fighting from house to house was very dangerous on 
the attack, and prone to being surrounded on the defense. Communications and 
artillery was key and every attempt was made to provide equipment and plans for 
calling in mortar fire and other assets for support. During this period, the 29th 
cemented its reputation as tough-minded assault troops. 
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STRICTLY GI! 
 

Fun and interesting stuff just because… 
 
Battle of the Coral Sea: 
 
The first modern naval engagement in history – the first aircraft carrier battle.  The 
opponents in the battle (which was not fought in the Coral Sea but rather in the 
Solomon Sea) neither sighted each other nor exchanged a single shot.  It was the first 
Japanese naval defeat of WWII and the first success for the United States in the Pacific.  
The battle took place May 7th and 8th, 1942, when the Japanese attempted to send an 
invasion force to Port Moresby.  The Japanese lost the carrier Shoho and the carrier 
Shokaku was severely damaged.  The U.S. had to sink the carrier Lexington because of 
damage and the Yorktown was damaged.  It was the first time the Japanese were 
stopped short of their objective. 
 
DD Tank: 
 
Dual-drive amphibious tank devised by the British in 1943.  It was a conventional tank 
with an auxiliary propeller and was surrounded by a canvas float that acted like water 
wings to keep the tank afloat.  A small charge blew off the canvas and its frame when 
the tank hit the beach.  A total of sixty-four DD tanks were used by the Americans on D-
Day, but most were swamped and sank by the high seas. 
 
Fifth Column: 
 
Term used to describe secret sympathizers behind enemy lines that engaged in 
espionage, sabotage, and other types of subversive activity.  The term was coined by 
General Emilio Mola, second in command of the Spanish Nationalists, who said that 
four columns of troops ere converging on Madrid from the outside while a fifth column 
was waiting to strike from within. 
 
Mitchell, Reginald: 
 
British Aeronautical engineer.  He designed the Spitfire and was one of the few men 
with the foresight needed to save England.  Mitchell died in 1937 before the first 
production model of his Spitfire flew. 
 
Movie Portrayal: 
The First and the Few (1942) by Leslie Howard 
 
Operation Galvanic: 
 
U.S. effort to capture the Gilbert Islands from the Japanese in 1943. 
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The European, African, Middle Eastern, Campaign 
Medal 

 

The European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal (EAME) is a military award of 
the United States Armed Forces which was first created on November 6, 1942 by 
Executive Order 9265 issued by President Franklin D. Roosevelt.  The medal was 
intended to recognize those military service members who had performed military duty 
in the European Theater (to include North Africa and the Middle East) during the years 
of the Second World War.  

HISTORY: 

The EAME Campaign Medal was initially established by Executive Order 9265, dated 6 
November 1942, by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, and announced in War 
Department Bulletin 56, 1942. The European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal 
was awarded as a service ribbon throughout the entire Second World War due to the 
ribbon design being approved by the Secretary of War in December 1942.  

The medal design was submitted to the Commission of Fine Arts on 17 September 1946 
and the first sample was completed in July 1947. The first recipient of the European-
African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal was General of the Army Dwight Eisenhower 
on 24 July 1947 in recognition of his service as Supreme Commander of the Allied 
Expeditionary Force during World War II. 

The criteria were initially announced in Department of the Army (DA) Circular 84, 
dated 25 March 1948, and subsequently published in Army Regulation 600-65, dated 
22 September 1948. The Pacific Theater counterpart to the European-African-Middle 
Eastern Campaign Medal was the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal. 

 

 



	   	   	  

11	  

CRITERIA: 

Originally known as the “EAME Ribbon”, the European-African-Middle Eastern 
Campaign Medal is awarded for any service performed between December 7, 1941 and 
March 2, 1946,dates inclusive, provided such service was performed in the following 
geographical theater areas: West boundary. -- From the North Pole, south along the 
75th meridian west longitude to the 77th parallel north latitude, thence southeast 
through Davis Strait to the intersection of the 40th parallel north latitude and the 35th 
meridian west longitude, thence sough along that meridian to the 10th parallel north 
latitude, thence southeast to the intersection of the equator and the 20th meridian west 
longitude, thence along the 20th meridian west longitude to the South Pole. East 
boundary—From the North Pole, south along the 60th meridian east longitude to its 
intersection with the eastern border of Iran, thence south along that border to the Gulf 
of Oman and the intersection of the 60th meridian east longitude, thence south along 
the 60th meridian east longitude to the South Pole.  

APPEARANCE: 

The medal's obverse was designed by Mr. Thomas Hudson Jones based on General 
Eisenhower’s request that the medal include an invasion scene. The reverse side was 
designed by Adolph Alexander Weinman and is the same design as used on the reverse 
of the Asiatic-Pacific and American Campaign Medals.  

The Bronze medal is 1 3/8 inches in width. On the obverse is a LST landing craft and 
troops landing under fire with an airplane in the background below the words 
EUROPEAN AFRICAN MIDDLE EASTERN CAMPAIGN. On the reverse, an American 
bald eagle close between the dates 1941 - 1945 and the words UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA.  

The ribbon is 1 3/8 inches wide and consists of the following stripes. the 3/16 inch 
Brown 67136 which represents the sands of Africa. The 1/16 inch Irish Green 67189, 
1/16 inch White 67101 and 1/16 inch Scarlet 67111 represent Italian colors. The 1/4 
inch Irish Green represents the green fields of Europe. The center, 1/8 inch triparted 
Old Glory Blue 67178, White and Scarlet, are taken from the American Defense Service 
Medal ribbon and refers to the continuance of American Defense after Pearl Harbor. 
Next is a 1/4 inch Irish Green, again the green fields of Europe. The 1/16 inch White; 
1/16 inch Black 67138, 1/16 inch White represent Germany. Lastly 3/16 inch Brown, 
again representing the sands of Africa.  
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29 “Lets GO!!” 


