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Spring is Here! 
 

 Hello again everyone!!  It’s been a while! Here is the second installment of the new format 
and the quarterly newsletter instead of monthly, I hope everyone is enjoying the new look. I hope 
everyone had a pleasant winter and enjoyed the events that were attended. Now that the flowers 
are in bloom and the trees a bud spring is finally here! There are tons of events this year with 
promising outcomes, let’s do our best to support and attend these.  We will never know which ones 
are worth going back to if don’t try them out. There are several local events to include a PTO at 
Camp Siman, which I know I’m looking forward to. We also have a couple new members let’s please 
welcome them as each of you meet at various events. If anyone is in need of ammo or new uniform 
and equipment lets put together a list and try to spend this year getting ourselves up to snuff. We 
can order blanks together to save on shipping costs, if anyone is interested, same with uniforms and 
equipment. As always I’m looking for contributions and feedback for the newsletter, any and all 
criticism and/or praise is welcome. Pfc Hite is also working to update the website, we have tons of 
research information and other things to add. If anyone has anything they’d like to see on the 
website, please contact one of us and we will see what we can do.  
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UNIT ROSTER 
 
 

2ND LT McCreary, Steven       Pvt Davidson, Dwight 
 
Cpl Forrest, Travis M.       Pvt Davidson, Brand 
 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.        Pvt Nixon, Bob 
 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan        Pvt Reinertson, Lee 
  
Pfc Hite, Ryan        Pvt Holden, Matt 
 
Pvt Calton, Jacob M.        Pvt Giertz, Cameron 
  
Pvt Williams, Peter        Pvt Stefl, Dominic 
 
Pvt Corley, Nate        Pvt Noack, Duncan 
 
Pvt Gamble, Aaron        Pvt Noack, Colton 

 
 

War Stories!! 
 

Something interesting, that we enjoy! 
 
 
Joe Farinholt, was born in Catonsville, 
Maryland. In 1938, he lied about his age to 
enlist in the Maryland National Guard's B 
Company, 5th Regiment of Infantry. Farinholt 
was mobilized with his unit for service in 
World War II in January, 1941, at which time 
the unit was reorganized as the 175th 
Infantry Regiment, 29th Infantry Division. 
Corporal Farinholt was assigned to the anti-
tank platoon of Headquarters Company, 3rd 
Battalion, in which he initially served as an 
assistant gun-crew chief manning a 57 mm 
towed anti-tank gun, also known as the British 
"6 Pounder" 
 
First Silver Star 
Farinholt earned his first Silver Star on July 
13, 1944 near Saint Lô in Normandy, France 
when he fully exposed himself to enemy fire 
and with complete disregard for his own 
safety, neutralized an enemy mortar and anti-
armor weapon, so that his battalion’s attack 
could advance. For this action Farinholt was 
promoted to staff sergeant. 
 

Second Silver Star 
His second Silver Star came five days later on 
July 18, 1944, when in three of four days he 
led multiple, daring raids behind enemy lines 
to recapture weapons and equipment lost to 
the enemy. 
 
Baltimore News-Post correspondent Louis 
Azrael heard of Farinholt’s exploits in the 
Normandy campaign and went looking for the 
story. On August 19, 1944, an article 
appeared on the front page of the News-Post 
article with the headline “Baltimorean Wins 
Tank Raid Medal." All of Baltimore now knew 
of the man whose commander called him 
“Lightning.” 
 
Third Silver Star 
Promoted to technical sergeant, and now the 
senior non-commissioned officer in his 
platoon, Farinholt earned his third Silver Star 
in Germany’s Aachen Gap on October 13, 
1944. In this selfless action, T/Sgt. Farinholt 
saved several lives while at great risk to his 
personal safety. In the midst of a blistering 
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artillery barrage, he exposed himself to fire 
and personally evacuated to safety several 
badly wounded men. 
 
Fourth Silver Star 
Farinholt's fourth Silver Star was earned on 
November 26, 1944 in Bourheim, Germany. 
The 175th Infantry had captured Bourheim 
three days earlier, but had to fight off at least 
six attempts by the Germans to retake the 
town. In the enemy's final attempt on 
November 26, they attacked with a heavy 
force that included Tiger I tanks from schwere 
Panzer Abteilung 301 Battalion. 
 
After one of Farinholt's antitank gun crews 
was knocked out of action by a Tiger tank 
leading an armored column into Bourheim, he 
personally manned the gun, firing and 
neutralizing the tank by hitting its left rear 
road wheel and knocking off its track. In doing 
so, he temporarily blocked the enemy's route 
and brought to a halt their armored and 
infantry advance, but he was seriously 
wounded when the tank's machine gunner 
returned fire, peppering with bullets Farinholt 
and his gun's armored plate. Farinholt 
suffered 26 bullet and shrapnel wounds to his 

body, including having the tibia in his right leg 
completely shattered. Despite his severe 
injuries, and while still under fire, he managed 
to crawl to a nearby jeep in which he drove, 
with one leg, to the 3rd Battalion command 
post to warn leaders of the coming attack. 
Farinholt's report led to an airstrike by P-47 
Thunderbolts which decimated the attacking 
Germans. 
 
In 2001, Farinholt's fourth Silver Star was 
reviewed by the Army Board for the 
Correction of Military Records (ABCMR) for 
an upgrade to the Congressional Medal of 
Honor or Distinguished Service Cross. Despite 
acknowledging the veracity of Farinholt's 
valor and actions critical to the 175th 
Infantry's defense of Bourheim, the ABCMR 
declined to recommend upgrading the 
decoration, primarily because of a lack of 
living eyewitnesses who could make the Medal 
of Honor recommendation. The ABCMR also 
cited a reluctance to overrule the decision of 
the commanders on the ground at that time, 
even if it could be demonstrated that decision 
was shortsighted. 
 

 
Submitted by: Sgt Adkins, Chase T. 
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       WILLIE & JOE 
	 																												By:	Bill	Mauldin	

       
 
 

 
BATTLE UPDATE BRIEF 

 
 
After Action Report No. 21 
Date: 30 January 2016 
Type: Hike 
Place: Camp Siman, Tiff, MO 
Report filed by:  Pvt Giertz, Cameron 
 
It was nice to attend the 2016 Camp Siman hike and tactical as a small relaxed event. 
Accompanying me was Sgt Adkins, Pvt Noack, and Pfc Davidson. Pvt Noack and myself went as 29th 
ID while Sgt Adkins and Pfc Davidson went as 17th Airborne. Our guide was Ssg Adkins of the First 
Special Service Force, and the opposing forces were two Germans, there was also an Australian 
infantryman attached to our squad. The main idea of this event was to walk over the Camp Siman 
property again to see about different areas for future tactical battles. After the start of the hike the 
two Germans suspiciously went off on their own, while moving along the trails I could feel an 
ambush approaching us. We experienced multiple ambushes throughout the hike, they were small 
short skirmishes that added some fun and a different element to the hike. We covered a lot of 
ground throughout the hike seeing what the land had to offer. The area is perfect for tacticals, with 

	
29TH DIVISION ROLL CALL 

	

 
Alfred E. Faria 

Co. F 115th Infantry Scout. Recipient of three Purple 
Hearts (Note: Pre war marksmanship badge) 
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a great campsite and excellent terrain. I will be looking forward to seeing what the future holds and 
hopefully it will be more interest from other reenactors and many future tactical events.  
 
 
After Action Report No. 22 
Date: 18-20 March 2016 
Type: Tactical 
Place: Weldonkrieg 
Report filed by: Pvt Nixon, Bob 
 
 
PFC"s Carlin and Nixon attended the 3rd annual Weldonkrieg at Weldon Springs, MO.  We arrived 
early Saturday morning to a cool, but dry day after a night of rain.  After registration the pair were 
assigned to B Company.  
 
The morning started off with a frontal assault on a high ridge through a wooded area.  The skirmish 
line almost immediately broke down with individual G.I.'s moving forward on their own.  PFC Carlin 
assaulted over the crest of the hill with his B.A.R. in the lead.  Nixon became separated and went to 
the right of the hill joining up with a squad from the 82nd Airborne.  Together, the ad-hoc squad 
surprised a German MG 42 team just getting into position and were able to take them out.  Carlin 
and Nixon were then reunited in a defensive position on the crest of the hill.  Several small squad 
sized engagements took place the remainder of the morning.  
 
Around 1500 hours "B" Company was detailed to secure and hold a crossroads which protected an 
airfield to their rear.  PFC's Carlin and Nixon took up positions on the north side of the road and 
remained in place until about 1530 hours when a platoon sized element of German Infantry 
assaulted down the road and using a creek bed just north of the GI's.  The two engaged both 
directions for several minutes until ammo supplies ran low and the position was evacuated.  The 
pair pulled back and met up with the rest of "B" Company back at the crossroads.  Hostilities ceased 
at 1600 hours.  
 
It was a good turnout with I'd say about 200 total attendance.  Jeeps and halftracks seemed to be 
running everywhere and the sight of the German tank is always intimidating.  Both Carlin and I 
were tired from a day of hiking down roads and through woods.  I think everybody involved had a 
good day.  
 
 
	
After Action Report No. 23 
Date: 31 March 2016 
Type: Award Ceremony 
Place: Lt. Col. Lyle Bouck House 
Report filed by: Sgt Adkins, Chase T. 
	
On the morning of 31 March I had the pleasure of meeting Lt. Col. Lyle Bouck of the 99th Infantry 
Division. Lyle was made famous for his heroic last stand during the Battle of the Bulge while platoon 
leader of an 18-man Intelligence and Reconnaissance platoon. During the engagement all 18 men 
and an FO were all wounded, however they managed to hold off an entire German regiment stalling 
their advance. For their actions they were all awarded valor medals, Lyle was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Cross. The award ceremony we were in attendance for was the mayor of 
Sunset Hills awarded a proclamation to Lyle Bouck for his actions on that day, and proclaimed it 
Lyle Bouck Day for the city of Sunset Hills.  
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After Action Report No. 24 
Date: 9 April 2016 
Type: Greater St. Louis Honor Flight 
Place: Clayton High School 
Report filed by: Sgt Adkins, Chase T.  
	
At 1400 On the afternoon of 9 Arpil I made my way  to Clayton High School for the Greater St. Louis 
Honor Flight fundraising event. When I arrived, the drive was lined with American flags and there 
were a few period vehicles (2 jeeps and a command car) as well as a few other reenactors milling 
about. The event itself was quite small compared to past Honor Flight events. Therewere however 
several WWII veterans and a handful of civilians present to watch the Honor Flight presentation 
video. Overall the event went well and hopefully we can generate more interest amongst the 29th to 
attend futurehonor flight events.  

	
	
	

	
BOOK OF THE QUARTER 

	

 

Beyond the Beachhead examines the 
experience of 29th-during forty-five days of 
combat from Omaha Beach on D-Day to the 
liberation of St. Lô. Using interviews, official 
records, and unit histories and 
supplementing his narrative with 
meticulously detailed maps, Balkoski 
follows the 29th from the bloody landings at 
Omaha through the hedgerows of 
Normandy, illustrating the brutal realities 
of life on the front line. 
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BATTLE HONOURS 
 
 

2015/2016 
 
Cpl Forrest, Travis M.     Pvt Calton, Jacob M. 

Tactical: Camden, Operation Varsity   Tactical: WeldonKrieg 
Public: WWII Weekend JB,     Public: WWII Weekend JB 
Rockford       USO:  
USO: MVPA Dance 

 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.     Pvt Giertz, Cameron 

Tactical: WeldonKrieg, Camp Siman   Tactical: Camp Siman, 
Hike 
Public: D-Day Ohio, Stars     Public: WWII Weekend JB,  
& Stripes       Stars & Stripes 
USO:         USO:  

 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan      Pvt Stefl, Dominic 

Tactical:Camp Clark, Camp     Tactical: Camp Siman Hike 
Simon, Fort DeCharters,     Public: WWII Weekend JB, StL  
 WeldonKrieg, Camden, Operation   Veterans Day Parade, Stars &  
Varsity       Stripes 
Public: D-Day Ohio, WWII     USO:    
Weekend JB       

            USO: MVPA Dance 
 
Pfc Hite, Ryan      Pvt Davidson, Dwight 

Tactical:        Tactical: Camp Clark, Camp  
Public:       Siman Hike 
USO:        Public: WWII Weekend JB 
        USO:  

 
Pvt Williams, Peter     Pvt Holden, Matt 

Tactical: Camp Clark, Operation Varsity  Tactical:  
Public: Rockford      Public: D-Day Ohio 
USO:         USO: MVPA Dance 

 
Pvt Corley, Nate      Pvt Nixon, Bob 

Tactical: Camp Clark Tactical: Camp Siman,  
Public: D-Day Ohio Operation Varsity  
USO:  Public: 
        USO: MVPA Dance 

Pvt Noack, Duncan 
Tactical: Camp Clark, Camp  
Siman Hike 

 Public: D-Day Ohio 
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UNIT VETERANS 
 

2ND LT McCreary, Steven:   Is currently a 1st LT (Infantry Branch) in 3rd CR on active duty 
stationed at Ft. Hood, TX. 

 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.:   Is currently a SSG in the 307th Tactical PSYOP CO, Army Reserves.  He 

is a combat veteran of Iraq and Afghanistan, has served in various 
other countries and has been in the army for 11 years. 

 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan:   Served over 7 years in the active army as well as the National Guard.  

He is a combat veteran of Desert Storm and has served in various other 
countries around the world, he was a MAJ when he left the service. 

 
Pvt Calton, Jacob M.:   Is currently a SGT in the 307th Tactical PSYOP CO, Army Reserves.  He 

is a combat veteran of Afghanistan and has been in the army just over 7 
years. 

 
Pvt Davidson, Brand:   Served 4 years on active duty in the Marine Corps as an infantryman 

and 2 years in reserves.  He is a combat veteran of Iraq and has served 
in various other countries around the world, he was a CPL when he left 
the service. 

 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 
WWII Weekend Public, Jefferson Barracks, MO: 22-24 April 2016  

 
Camp Siman PTO Tactical, Tiff, MO: 15-17 July 2016 
 
 
Camp Siman Eastern Front Tactical, Tiff, MO: 4-6 November 2016 
 
 
D-Day Ohio Public Conneaut, OH: 18-20 August 2016 
 
 
WWII Days Public Rockford, IL: TBD 
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Fun and interesting stuff just because… 
 
B-25 Bomber: 
U.S. twin-engine bomber built by North 
American. It was named Mitchel, after 
General Billy Mitchel. 
 
Azon Bomb: 
U.S. guided bombs. The bomb could be guided 
by the bombardier, who could only make 
corrections left or right of the designated 
course—thus the name Azimuth Only. It was 
designated VB-1 or Vertical Bomb and was 
first used on 27 Dec. 1944, on a railway bridge 
in Burma.   
 
Horse Racing: 
Horse racing and auto racing were the only 
two sports to be banned in the U.S. during 
WWII. Horse racing was ruled nonessential to 
the war effort and car racing was banned 
because of it’s use of rubber and gas, both of 
which were in short supply.   
 
Goliath: 
Name given to a miniature tank built built by 
the Germans, they filled it with explosives and 
guided it to a target, where it was detonated 
by remote control. The Goliath was first used 

in the battle of Casino in 1944 and was also 
used on the Russian front to detonate mines.  
 
Flemming, Ian: 
British Author and creator of super spy 
James Bond. During WWII Flemming was Aide 
to the Chief of British Naval Intelligence, Sir 
John Godfrey, and used the code “17F.” Early 
during the war, Flemming and Godfrey were 
in Lisbon en route to the U.S. and Flemming 
recognized several German agents playing 
cards. He decided to disable them by winning 
all of their money; instead he lost all of his 
own. During the Dieppe Raid in 1942 he was 
on a destroyer with orders to go ashore if the 
raid was successful and collect any German 
code books and intelligence material he could 
find. On D-Day he commanded the No. 30 
Assault Unit with the mission of capturing 
enemy codes. Flemming is thought to have 
modeled “M” after Sir Stewart Menzies, the 
head of MI-6 during WWII, and James Bond 
after Dusko Popov, a double agent.  
 
Operation Swordhilt: 
Allied effort to capture the port of Brest. After 
success at a heavy cost the port was never 
used for supplies. 
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World War II Victory Medal 
 

 
 

The World War II Victory Medal is a service medal of the United States military which was 
established by an Act of Congress on 6 July 1945 (Public Law 135, 79th Congress) and promulgated 
by Section V, War Department Bulletin 12, 1945. 

 

History 
The World War II Victory Medal was first issued as a service ribbon referred to as the “Victory 
Ribbon.” By 1946, a full medal had been established which was referred to as the World War II 
Victory Medal. The medal was awarded to any member of the United States military, including 
members of the armed forces of the Government of the Philippine Islands, who served on active 
duty, or as a reservist, between December 7, 1941 and December 31, 1946. 

 
The corresponding medal from the World War I is the World War I Victory Medal. 
On August 8, 1946, the separate Merchant Marine World War II Victory Medal was established for 
members of the United States Merchant Marine who served during World War II. 
 
Criteria 
The medal is awarded for service between 7 December 1941 and 31 December 1946, both dates 
inclusive. The National Personnel Records Center has reported some cases of service members 
receiving the award for simply a few days of service. As the Second World War ended on September 
2, 1945, there may be cases of service members who had enlisted, entered officer candidate school, 
or had been a cadet or midshipman at the U.S. Military Academy, the U.S. Naval Academy or the 
U.S. Coast Guard Academy in 1946, receiving the medal without having been a veteran of World 
War II. The reason for this late date is that President Harry S. Truman did not declare an official end 
of hostilities until the last day of 1946. 

 

Appearance 

The bronze medal is 1 3/8 inches in width. The obverse is a figure of Liberation standing full length 
with head turned to dexter looking to the dawn of a new day, right foot resting on a war god’s helmet 
with the hilt of a broken sword in the right hand and the broken blade in the left hand, the 
inscription WORLD WAR II placed immediately below the center. On the reverse are inscriptions for 
the Four Freedoms: FREEDOM FROM FEAR AND WANT and FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND RELIGION 
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separated by a palm branch, all within a circle composed of the words UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA 1941 1945. 
 
The suspension and service ribbon of the medal is 1 3/8 inches wide and consists of the following 
stripes: 3/8 inch double rainbow in juxtaposition (blues, greens, yellows, reds (center), yellows 
greens and blues); 1/32 inch White 67101; center 9/16 inch Old Glory Red 67156; 1/32 inch White; 
and 3/8 inch double rainbow in juxtaposition. The rainbow on each side of the ribbon is a miniature 
of the pattern used in the WWI Victory Medal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

29 “Lets GO!!” 


