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Merry Christmas! 
 

 Hello again everyone!!  It’s been a while! First I would like to apologize for the 
major time gap in getting this newsletter out, a situation came up and a series of events 
followed that precluded me from keeping this updated. And Secondly I would like to 
wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!! With that said there 
are going to be a few changes to the newsletter; first it will no longer be a monthly, but 
will now be a quarterly, this will help keep cost down and will allow for more content 
per newsletter. Second, we will be working on adding some new sections to it and 
changing up the existing sections to make it more interesting and fun for everyone to 
read. And finally we would like any and all suggestions for improvements, any thing 
anyone doesn’t like or really enjoys or would like to see added would be greatly 
appreciated.  On a side note we’ve been kind of slacking as a unit with only a few 
members attending events, it would be great to see everyone out there, I understand 
things come up and family definitely comes first, but let’s put our best foot forward in 
the coming new year and make a strong presence.  Also I would like to congratulate Pvt 
Giertz on enlisting in the Army Reserves, Pvt Giertz will be leaving this summer for 
basic combat training and will then be trained as a CBRN Mechanic! Next time you see 
him thank this young man for raising his right hand for the good of our great nation 
and willingly answering the call to serve our country! 
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UNIT ROSTER 
 

 
2ND LT McCreary, Steven      Pvt Davidson, Dwight 
 
Cpl Forrest, Travis M.       Pvt Davidson, Brand 
 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.       Pvt Nixon, Bob 
 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan        Pvt Reinertson, Lee 
  
Pfc Hite, Ryan        Pvt Holden, Matt 
 
Pvt Calton, Jacob M.       Pvt Giertz, Cameron 
  
Pvt Williams, Peter       Pvt Stefl, Dominic 

 
 

War Stories!! 
 

Something interesting, that we enjoy! 
 
 
The Charlie Brown and Franz Stigler 
incident occurred on 20 December 
1943, when, after a successful bomb run 
on Bremen, Charles 'Charlie' Brown's B-
17 Flying Fortress (named "Ye Olde 
Pub") was severely damaged by German 
fighters. Luftwaffe ace Franz Stigler had 
the opportunity to shoot down the 
crippled bomber, but instead, for 
humane reasons, decided to allow the 
crew to fly back to their airfield in 
England. The two pilots met each other 
40 years later after an extensive search 
by Charlie Brown and the friendship 
that the two developed lasted until 
Stigler's death in March 2008.  
 
Brown's B-17 began its 10-minute bomb 
run at 27,300 ft with an outside air 
temperature of −76 °F. Before the 
bomber released its bomb load, accurate 
flak shattered the Plexiglas nose, 
knocked out the number two engine and 
further damaged the number four 

engine, which was already in 
questionable condition and had to be 
throttled back to prevent over speeding. 
The damage slowed the bomber, and 
Brown was unable to remain with his 
formation and fell back as a straggler – a 
position from which he came under 
sustained enemy attacks 
 
Brown's straggling B-17 was now 
attacked by over a dozen enemy fighters 
of JG-11 for over 10 minutes. Further 
damage was sustained, including 
damage to the number three engine, 
which would produce only half power. 
The bomber's internal oxygen, hydraulic 
and electrical systems were also 
damaged, and the bomber lost half of its 
rudder and its port side elevator, as well 
as its nose cone. The gunners' weapons 
then jammed, probably as a result of 
improper pre-mission oiling, leaving the 
bomber with only two dorsal turret guns 
and one of three forward-firing nose 
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guns.  Most of the crew were wounded: 
the tail gunner, Eckenrode, had been 
killed by a direct hit from a fighter shell, 
while Yelesanko was critically wounded 
in the leg by shrapnel, Pechout had been 
hit in the eye by a shell fragment, and 
Brown was wounded in his right 
shoulder.  The morphine syrettes 
onboard froze, complicating first-aid 
efforts by the crew, while the radio was 
destroyed and the bomber's exterior was 
heavily damaged 

Brown's damaged bomber was spotted 
by Germans on the ground, including 
Franz Stigler, who was refueling and 
rearming at an airfield. He soon took off 
in his Messerschmitt Bf 109 G-6 and 
quickly caught up with Brown's plane. 
Through the damaged bomber's 
airframe Stigler was able to see the 
injured and incapacitated crew. To the 
American pilot's surprise, Stigler did not 
open fire on the crippled bomber. Stigler 
recalled the words of one of his 
commanding officers from JG 27, during 
his time fighting in North Africa, “You 
are fighter pilots first, last, always. If I 
ever hear of any of you shooting at 
someone in a parachute, I'll shoot you 
myself." Stigler later commented, "To 
me, it was just like they were in a 
parachute. I saw them and I couldn't 
shoot them down." 

Twice, Stigler tried to get Brown to land 
his plane at a German airfield and 
surrender, or divert to nearby neutral 

Sweden, where he and his crew would 
receive medical treatment and be 
interned the remainder of the war. 
Brown and the crew of the B-17 didn't 
understand what Stigler was trying to 
mouth and gesture to them and so flew 
on. Stigler then flew near Brown's plane 
in a formation on the bomber's port side 
wing, so German antiaircraft units 
would not target it; he then escorted the 
damaged B-17 over the coast until they 
reached open water. Brown, unsure of 
Stigler's intentions at the time, ordered 
his dorsal turret gunner to point at 
Stigler but not open fire in order to warn 
him off. Understanding the message and 
certain that the bomber was out of 
German airspace, Stigler departed with 
a salute. 

 
Brown managed to fly the 250 mi across 
the North Sea and land his plane at RAF 
Seething, home of the 448th Bomb 
Group and at the after-flight debriefing 
informed his officers about how a 
German pilot had let him go. He was told 
not to repeat this to the rest of the unit 
so as not to build any positive sentiment 
about enemy pilots. Brown commented, 
"Someone decided you can't be human 
and be flying in a German cockpit." 
Stigler said nothing of the incident to his 
commanding officers, knowing that a 
German pilot who spared the enemy 
while in combat risked execution. Brown 
went on to complete a combat tour 

 
Submitted by: Sgt Adkins, Chase T. 
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       WILLIE & JOE 
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  By:	  Bill	  Mauldin	  

 
 
 

 
BATTLE UPDATE BRIEF 

 
 
After Action Report No. 16 
Date: 24-26 April 2015 
Type: Public Battle 
Place: WWII Weekend, Jefferson Barracks, MO 
Report filed by:  Pvt Giertz, Cameron 
 
Jefferson Barracks ww2 weekend is always a great reenactment to attend. The 2015 
year's event was as good as usual, some things were different and some were the same. 
The new location we were stationed at was one of the major changes. Not a bad turnout 
of reenactors, but as always there was more GI's than Jerries. Mother Russia also 
decided to attend and tended to the bathrooms as we know, and upset the park rangers. 
The tea and biscuit cart was a great feature to the gathering that I have not 
experienced yet, I would like to see it back there next year. I was not able to participate 
in the battle but I observed from the sidelines and it was pretty entertaining to view. So 
in result, it was a nice traditional JB event as always. Hope to see you all in the unit 

	  
29TH DIVISION ROLL CALL 

	  

 
Frank D. Peregory 

1916-1944 
KIA Normandy, France 14 June 1944. Recipient of the 

Medal of Honor, Soldiers Medal, and Purple Heart 
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that were there and maybe even Adkins after recovering from injuries. Brand get back 
into your uniform and join us as well. Signing out, Pvt. Giertz. 
 
 
After Action Report No. 17 
Date: 21-23 August 2015 
Type: Public 
Place: D-Day Conneaut, OH 
Report filed by: Sgt Adkins, Chase T. 
 
 
 
On the evening of 21 August we set out on the thirteen-hour drive to Conneaut, Ohio for 
the annual D-Day event. Attendance on our part this year was low due to schedule 
conflicts, however once up there we were joined by three members of the 28th ID Nate, 
Aaron, and Duncan as well as two members of the 45th ID Dave and Kevin, and one 
member of the 2nd Rangers George bringing us up to almost squad strength. This year 
they decided to limit the amount of reenactors at the event, which is good last year was 
way to crowded, but all in all there was a great turnout of around 1,300 reenactors.  
The public was out in full force as usual and the weather was beautiful! The event went 
off without a hitch and we actually landed on a decent stretch of beach this year.  There 
were USO dances in the evening and a movie Saturday night for the reenactors.  All in 
all it went well and will continue to be one of the events I will try to attend every year.  
 
 
	  
After Action Report No. 19 
Date: 17 October 2015 
Type: USO 
Place: MVPA Dance 
Report filed by: Cpl Forrest, Travis M. 
	  
The annual Mid-America Military Vehicle Preservation Association dance was a hoot as 
always. All in all, the event was a fun time even though some life was missing from the 
29th. Carlin, Nixon, Holden, and Simon were in attendance from A company and they 
all looked sharp. Lots of people dancing and laughing being brought together with 
drinks. Many dames through out the floor but only a handful worth the taking. As I 
sweet talked a few broads into dancing with me I honed in on 1 for the kill with a "I may 
never come back tomorrow". "We're fighting the Germans next week. "  she laughed I 
laughed and we danced the night away. I would like to say that this event will always 
keep me coming back. Great people great music and great drinks. Couldn't have asked 
for better. 
	  
	  
After Action Report No. 20 
Date: 16-18 October 2015 
Type: Public 
Place: Stars & Stripes Museum 
Report filed by: Sgt Adkins, Chase T.  
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On the afternoon of 17 October Pvt’s Stefl and Giertz made link up with myself for the 
cramped two and a half hour trip to the Stars and Stripes Museum in Bloomfield, MO 
for the third annual Welcome Home Stars & Stripes living history event. Upon arrival 
that evening we began setting up camp and setteld in for the activities of the following 
day. Pvt Stefl’s impression was that of a Soldier in the 1st ID ca. 1983 Berlin, Germany, 
his impression was spot on and one of the only Cold War impressions at the event. Pvt 
Giertz and myself were portraying infantrymen of the 1st ID ca. 1969 Vietnam. The 
event was a timeline event with reenactors from eras ranginf rom Civil War to 1980’s 
Cold War Europe.  Public attendance was low die to a conflicting event put on by the city 
of Bloomfield, but all in all we had a great time. If anyone hasn’t been to see the museum 
or attended this event it’s definitely a good local event that we should all support.  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

BOOK OF THE QUARTER 
	  

 

An excellent and emotional read, Alex 
Kershaw really captures the character 
and life of these young men and the 
impact their deaths and service had on 
their home town. An absolute must read 
for anyone interested in not only WWII, 
but in the 29th Infantry Division in 
particular. 
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BATTLE HONOURS 
 
 

2015 
 
Cpl Forrest, Travis M.     Pvt Calton, Jacob M. 

Tactical: Camden      Tactical: WeldonKrieg 
Public: WWII Weekend JB,     Public: WWII Weekend JB 
Rockford       USO:  
USO: MVPA Dance 

 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.     Pvt Giertz, Cameron 

Tactical: WeldonKrieg     Tactical: Camp Siman, 
Public: D-Day Ohio, Stars     Public: WWII Weekend JB,  
& Stripes       Stars & Stripes 
USO:         USO:  

 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan      Pvt Stefl, Dominic 

Tactical:Camp Clark, Camp     Tactical:  
Simon, Fort DeCharters,     Public: WWII Weekend JB, StL  
 WeldonKrieg, Camden     Veterans Day Parade, Stars &  
Public: D-Day Ohio, WWII     Stripes 
Weekend JB       USO:  

            USO: MVPA Dance 
 
Pfc Hite, Ryan      Pvt Davidson, Dwight 

Tactical:        Tactical: Camp Clark 
Public:        Public: WWII Weekend JB 
USO:        USO:  

 
Pvt Williams, Peter     Pvt Holden, Matt 

Tactical: Camp Clark     Tactical:  
Public: Rockford      Public: D-Day Ohio 
USO:         USO: MVPA Dance 

 
Pvt Davidson, Brand     Pvt Nixon, Bob 

Tactical:       Tactical: Camp Siman, 
Public:        Public:  
USO:         USO: MVPA Dance 
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UNIT VETERANS 
 

2ND LT McCreary, Steven:  Is currently a 1st LT (Infantry Branch) in 3rd CR on active 
duty stationed at Ft. Hood, TX. 

 
Sgt Adkins, Chase T.:  Is currently a SSG in the 307th Tactical PSYOP CO, Army 

Reserves.  He is a combat veteran of Iraq and Afghanistan, has 
served in various other countries and has been in the army for 11 
years. 

 
Pfc Carlin, Bryan:  Served over 7 years in the active army as well as the National 

Guard.  He is a combat veteran of Desert Storm and has served in 
various other countries around the world, he was a MAJ when he 
left the service. 

 
Pvt Calton, Jacob M.:  Is currently a SGT in the 307th Tactical PSYOP CO, Army 

Reserves.  He is a combat veteran of Afghanistan and has been in 
the army just over 7 years. 

 
Pvt Davidson, Brand:  Served 4 years on active duty in the Marine Corps as an 

infantryman and 2 years in reserves.  He is a combat veteran of 
Iraq and has served in various other countries around the world, 
he was a CPL when he left the service. 

 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 
Camp Clark Tactical, Neveda, MO: 15-17 Jan 2016  

 
Fort Indian Town Gap Tactical, Annville, PA: 27-31 Jan 2016 
 
 
Camp Siman Winter Hike, Tiff, MO: 30 Jan 2016 
 
 
Camp Siman Tactical, Tiff, MO: 19-21 Feb 2016 
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Tactical Springfield, MO  13-15 Mar 2016 
 
 
Weldonkrieg Tactical St. Charles, MO: 18-20 Mar 2016 
 
 
Tactical Springfield, MO  8-10 Apr 2016 
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Fun and interesting stuff just because… 
 
B-24 Bomber: 
U.S. four-engine heavy bomber built by 
consolidate. It was called the Liberator 
and had a longer range than the B-17, 
and so was used primarily in the Pacific. 
 
Bloody Ridge: 
Nickname given to the site of a major 
Japanese attack on Guadalcanal on 
September 12, 1942.  The Japanese 
Kawaguchi 35th Brigade assaulted 
positions held by LTC Merritt Edson and 
his Marine Raider Battalion.  The 
Marines were outnumbered five to one, 
yet they repulsed the Japanese.  Edson 
and MAJ Kenneth Bailey were both 
awarded the Medal of Honor for their 
actions on Bloody Ridge.  
 
Victory Girls: 
Name euphemistically given to women 
of less than pure morals who were 
available to servicemen on leave in the 
U.S. Many were married to other 

servicemen overseas; many were 
merely single girls attempting to cope 
with the shortage of eligible males.  
 
Little Boy: 
Name of the atomic bomb (Uranium 
235) dropped on Hiroshima by the 
Enola Gay. It was 120” long and 28”in 
diameter, weighed 9,000 lbs and had an 
explosive yield of 20,000 tons of TNT. 
The bomb had originally been named the 
Thin Man, after President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. 
 
Friedman, William F.: 
Head of the U.S. Army Cryptoanalysis 
Bureau during World War II that broke 
the Japanese Purple Code.  
 
Operation Ironside: 
Allied deception plan to make the 
Germans believe that the port of 
Bordeaux would be invaded.  It was part 
of Operation Fortitude South.  
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(Presidential) Distinguished Unit Citation 
 

 

 

The (Presidential) Distinguished Unit Citation, is awarded to units of the United States 
Army and Army Air Forces, and those of allied countries, for extraordinary heroism in 
action against an armed enemy on or after 7 December 1941. The unit must display 
such gallantry, determination, and esprit de corps in accomplishing its mission under 
extremely difficult and hazardous conditions so as to set it apart from and above other 
units participating in the same campaign. 

The collective degree of valor (combat heroism) against an armed enemy by the unit 
nominated for the (Presidential) Distinguished Unit Citation is the same as that which 
would warrant award of the individual award of the Distinguished Service Cross or 
Distinguished Flying Cross. In some cases, one or more individuals within the unit may 
have also been awarded individual awards for their contribution to the actions for 
which their entire unit was awarded a Presidential Unit Citation.  

HISTORY: 

The citation was established by Executive Order 9075 on 26 February 1942, 
superseded by Executive Order 9396 on 2 December 1943, which authorized the 
(Presidential) Distinguished Unit Citation. The (Presidential) Distinguished Unit 
Citation is in a larger frame than other ribbons, and is worn above the right pocket. All 
members of the unit may wear the decoration, whether or not they personally 
participated in the acts for which the unit was cited. Only those assigned to the unit at 
the time of the action cited may wear the decoration as a permanent award. For both 
the Army and Army Air Force, the emblem is a solid blue ribbon enclosed in a gold 
frame. 

The Citation is carried on the receiving unit's colors in the form of a blue streamer, 4 ft 
(1.2 m) long and 2.75 in (7.0 cm) wide. For the Army, only on rare occasions will a unit 
larger than battalion qualify for award of this decoration. 
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Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster 

 

 

A bronze oak leaf cluster is a miniature bronze twig of four oak leaves with three acorns 
on the stem that is authorized by the United States Armed Forces as a ribbon device for 
a specific set of decorations and awards of the United States Army and Army Air Force 
to denote subsequent decorations and awards. 

The bronze oak leaf cluster represents one additional award.  

Criteria: 

Oak leaf clusters are worn with the stems of the leaves pointing to the wearer’s right. 
For medals, 13/32 inch oak leaf clusters are worn on the medal's suspension ribbon. If 
four oak leaf clusters are worn on the suspension ribbon, the fourth is placed above the 
middle one in the row of three. For service ribbons, 5/16 inch oak leaf clusters are 
worn, with no more than four oak leaf clusters being worn side by side.  If the number of 
authorized oak leaf clusters exceeds four, a second ribbon is authorized for wear and is 
worn after the first ribbon. The second ribbon counts as one additional award, after 
which more leaf clusters may be added to the second ribbon. If future awards reduce 
the number of oak leaf clusters worn on the first ribbon due to bronze oak leaf clusters 
being replaced by a silver oak leaf cluster, the second ribbon is removed and the 
appropriate number of devices is placed on the first ribbon. 

 

29 “Lets GO!!” 


